
The Parish of Peasedown St John 
Genesis 18:16-33 - Tenacious intercession 
Passage, Talk Notes and Questions 

Please feel free to take these talk notes home with you and you may wish to find 
some time during this week to consider the questions below. 
1. Talk Passage – Genesis 18:16-33 
16 When the men got up to leave, they looked down toward Sodom, and Abraham 
walked along with them to see them on their way. 17 Then the LORD said, "Shall I hide 
from Abraham what I am about to do? 18 Abraham will surely become a great and 
powerful nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed through him. 19 For I have 
chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household after him to keep the 
way of the LORD by doing what is right and just, so that the LORD will bring about for 
Abraham what he has promised him." 20 Then the LORD said, "The outcry against 
Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous 21 that I will go down and see 
if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know.”  
22 The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing 
before the LORD. 23 Then Abraham approached him and said: "Will you sweep away 
the righteous with the wicked? 24 What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will 
you really sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people 
in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a thing-- to kill the righteous with the wicked, 
treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all 
the earth do right?" 26 The LORD said, "If I find fifty righteous people in the city of 
Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake." 27 Then Abraham spoke up again: 
"Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, though I am nothing but dust and 
ashes, 28 what if the number of the righteous is five less than fifty? Will you destroy the 
whole city because of five people?" "If I find forty-five there," he said, "I will not destroy 
it." 29 Once again he spoke to him, "What if only forty are found there?" He said, "For 
the sake of forty, I will not do it." 30 Then he said, "May the Lord not be angry, but let me 
speak. What if only thirty can be found there?" He answered, "I will not do it if I find 
thirty there." 31 Abraham said, "Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, 
what if only twenty can be found there?" He said, "For the sake of twenty, I will not 
destroy it." 32 Then he said, "May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once 
more. What if only ten can be found there?" He answered, "For the sake of ten, I will not 
destroy it." 33 When the LORD had finished speaking with Abraham, he left, and 
Abraham returned home. 
2. Talk Notes 
2.1 Introduction 
• How would you describe your prayer life at the moment?  Is it, regular, intermittent or for 

emergencies only.  What does our current prayer life, both individually and corporately, 
witness to those around us? 

• We can learn some valuable lessons on the nature of prayer from this talk passage, which gives 
us an opportunity to glimpse into the prayer life of one of  the giants of faith: Abraham.   

• Abraham models effective prayer which: 
i) Starts with God.  Prayer can be described as a conversation with God.  It is the fuel of our 

relationship with Him. 
ii) Is in Alignment with God’s will and nature. 
iii) Is Persistent 



2.2. God 
• On His way to determine final judgement for Sodom and Gomorrah, God stops by, with two 

angels, to spend time with Abraham: ‘The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees 
of Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. Abraham 
looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the 
entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground.’ (Genesis 18:1-2) 

• God’s nature is to be relational.  God’s words in the Garden of Eden echo down the corridors 
of history: ‘Where are you?’  (Genesis 3:9)  How would we describe our relationship with God 
at the moment?  How much time do we spend with God? 

• The relationship between God and Abraham is such that God reveals to Abraham what He is 
about to do: ‘Then the LORD said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to 
do?’  (Genesis 18:17) 

• God says, I won’t hide my will and purposes from Abraham for two reasons:  
i) Firstly, Abraham has been given, by grace, a favoured position in God’s sight. He is the man 

who God has called out to become great. Through him all the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed: ‘Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, and all nations on earth 
will be blessed through him.’  (Genesis 18:18) 

ii) And secondly, ‘I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household after 
him to keep the way of the LORD by doing what is right and just.’  (Genesis 18:19).  God has 
chosen Abraham to be the first witness of what it is like to be in relationship with God. 

• Every believer in Jesus Christ, today, stands in exactly the same relationship. We have been 
given, by grace (not on our own merits), a favoured position before God. We have been called 
into the family of God and made sons of the living God by faith in Jesus Christ. Furthermore, 
we are being taught, by grace, how to walk righteously before Him, and, as we learn that 
lesson, we become the people to whom God tells his secrets. 

• Abraham’s prayer comes in response to learning about God’s will and purpose.  God reveals to 
Abraham what He is about to do: The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and 
their sin so grievous that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the 
outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know.  (Genesis 18:20) 

• How often do our prayers start and finish with us?  Abraham’s prayer, like the prayer Jesus 
taught his disciples, models the direct opposite.  Prayer should start with a focus on God and 
His agenda: ‘This, then, is how you should pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  (Matthew 6:9-10) 

2.3 Alignment 
• When was the last time that we spent quality time with God, in prayer, where we seek to find 

out what God’s agenda is and then pray into that. 
• Having tolerated their disobedience for some time, God is on his way to bring judgement to 

Sodom and Gomorrah. 
• Abraham’s prayer is in alignment with God’s nature and will. Abraham knows that God is 

merciful and does not wish to bring swift judgement.  Abraham’s appeal therefore pushes at 
an open door:: "Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked? What if there are fifty 
righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and not spare the place for the 
sake of the fifty righteous people in it?’  (Genesis 18:23-4) 

• Abraham also knows that God will make the right decision: Will not the Judge of all the earth 
do right?  (Genesis 18:23-4) 

• How often have we asked God in prayer to bless some plan or idea that we would like to do 
versus praying in faith about what God wants to do.  Effective prayer is always founded upon 
God’s nature. It begins with a promise from scripture or a proposal which God makes, or a 
conviction he gives, or a warning he utters. 

• Effective prayer needs to be in alignment with God’s nature and will. 

2.4 Persistent. 
• If effective prayer starts with God and is in alignment with God’s will and nature, It also needs 

to be persistent. 
• Abraham was aware and must have been revolted by the evil of the cities of Sodom and 

Gomorrah. God’s nature is always to show mercy, and Abraham’s prayer flows with God’s 
character. Abraham, like God, is anxious to give both cities every last possible chance he can. 

• Abraham’s persistent prayer never explicitly asks God to spare Lot’s ten family members, 
but out of compassion for the wicked, Abraham keeps asking God to save the whole city for the 
sake of Lot and his family. He appeals to God on whatever ground of mercy he can find: ‘What 
if the number of the righteous is five less than fifty?’  (Genesis 18:28)  "What if only forty are 
found there?” (Genesis 18:29)  "What if only thirty are found there?” (Genesis 18:30)  "What 
if only twenty are found there?” (Genesis 18:31) and eventually down to the number of Lot’s 
family itself: "What if only ten are found there?” (Genesis 18:32). 

• Although Abraham’s persistent attitude may seem odd to us, he clearly knows his place: ‘I 
am nothing but dust and ashes’  (Genesis 18:29) but he also models a trait that Jesus 
commends in the parable of the persistent widow and his teaching on prayer that we find in 
Luke 11. 

• Are we persistent in prayer, like Abraham, or do we give up when God does not seem to 
answer? 

• Abraham’s persistence doesn’t spare Sodom or Gomorrah but we are told because of 
Abraham’s prayer God does spare Lot and his family: ‘So when God destroyed the cities of the 
plain, he remembered Abraham, and he brought Lot out of the catastrophe that overthrew 
the cities where Lot had lived.’  (Genesis 19:29) 

2.5 Conclusion 
• So are we prepared to stand in the GAP (God Alignment Persistent) between Heaven and 

Earth and partner with God in prayer.  Will our prayer life, like Abraham’s, model the 
following three things:  
i) God: Initiated out of a close relationship with God, where God’s agenda is always front and 

centre. 
ii) Alignment:is in alignment with God’s will and nature 
iii) Persistent: will be willing to pray persistently and not give up until we have an answer. 

3. Questions to consider at home 
3.1 What do we learn about Abraham’s character from this passage?  How might we apply what 
we learn in our own lives? 
3.2 ‘Then the LORD said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do?’  (Genesis 18:17)  
What do we learn about the nature of God from this question?  What else do we learn about God’s 
character from this passage? 
3.3 What do we learn about intercessory prayer from this passage? 
3.4 Does this passage challenge the content of our prayer lives? 
3.5 Can we change God’s mind through prayer?   
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