
• Do we value our own testimony of God’s work?  Do we share with it others?  Do we 
share it with those who we think will oppose it?  Like Peter and Cornelius we may be in 
for a real shock as to how powerful our testimony can be. 

2.5 The Third Key 
• Just before the Transfiguration Jesus tells Peter that he will give him the ‘Keys of 

Kingdom’: I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” (Matthew 16:19) 

• In the Book of Acts thus far Peter has used two of these keys to release the Holy Spirit: 
- The first key released the Holy Spirit on the Jews at Pentecost  ‘All of them were 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled 
them.’  (Acts 2:4) 

- The second key released the Holy Spirit on the Samaritans:  ‘Then Peter and John 
placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.’ (Acts 8:17) 

• It is in the home of Cornelius the Centurion that Peter uses his third and final key to 
release the Holy Spirit upon the Gentiles. 

2.6 Conclusion 
• “Can anyone keep these people from being baptised with water? They have received 

the Holy Spirit just as we have.”   So he ordered that they be baptised in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.  (Acts 10:45-46) 

• In obedient response to God’s call Peter and Cornelius give their testimonies and in so 
doing Peter uses his third key to open the Kingdom to the Gentiles.  God demonstrates 
to Peter and Cornelius that talking about Jews in terms of clean and Gentiles in terms 
of "unclean," was no longer relevant.  Both the Jews and Gentiles were "unclean" before 
God and that both are sinners, both are in need of salvation or rescue.   

• Will we be challenged by what Peter and Cornelius model here.  Will we value a regular 
time spent with God?  Will we be seeking God’s calling?  When that calling comes,will 
we be willing to perform that Mission Impossible for God, by stepping out of our 
comfort zones and trusting him?  If we do, we too may be surprised by what happens, 
by what gaps of prejudice we will we be able to bridge with God’s help and assistance. 

3. Questions to consider at home 
3.1 What united and divided Peter and Cornelius? 
3.2 What are some of the cultural prejudices we as a society have, we as a church have, and 
we as individuals have? 
3.3 If both Jew and Gentiles are "unclean" before God, does this mean that the Jews 
are no longer God’s chosen people? 
3.4What do we learn about calling from Acts 10? 
3.5 Why is Peter’s visit to the home of Cornelius the Centurion a pivotal moment in the 
Book of Acts? 
3.6 ‘‘As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the 
beginning’ (Acts 11:15) Why does the Holy Spirit do this?  
3.7 Why is testimony so powerful?  How could we use our testimonies more?  
3.8 A friend tells you that she visited a church recently where during the worship people 
were speaking gibberish, some were crying, some were visibly shaking.  How would you 
explain what was going on? 
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Passage, Talk Notes and Questions 
Please feel free to take these talk notes home with you and you may wish to find some time 
during this week to consider the questions below. 

1. Talk Passage – Please read Acts 10:23b-48 
2. Talk Notes 
2.1 Introduction 
• Peter and Cornelius the Centurion in many ways are polar opposites: 
- As a Jew, Peter regarded himself as ‘clean’, Cornelius as a Gentile was regarded by 

Peter and his fellow Jews as ‘unclean’.  It was against Jewish law for Jews and 
Gentiles to meet: it is against our law for a Jew to associate with a Gentile or visit 
him (Acts 10:28).  The relationship between Jews and Gentiles in Peter and 
Cornelius’ day were similar to the relationship between Catholics and Protestants 
during the troubles in Northern Ireland or relationships between Blacks and Whites 
in South Africa during the time of Apartheid. 

- The Jews were also under Roman Occupation.  Peter was therefore a member of the 
occupied race and Cornelius, as a Roman Citizen a visible representative of those 
who were occupying Jewish territory. 

- But Cornelius was a Centurion. He was in command of sixty to one hundred men 
and was the equivalent of an army captain or company commander. His unit was 
part of the Italian Regiment.  The most hated part of the Roman Occupation was the 
Army itself, just like the Allied Forces were recently in Iraq, and were used to keep 
order and put down any form of insurrection. 

• Peter and Cornelius the Centurion share one thing in common they both have a 
relationship with God evidenced by their prayer life. 

Peter steps into the home of Cornelius the Centurion



- At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as 
the Italian Regiment. He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave 
generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly. (Acts 10:1-2) 

- Peter went up on the roof to pray (Acts 10:9) 
• In Acts 10 Cornelius and Peter both: 
- Receive a call from God to perform a specific task having spent time with God in 

prayer, 
- Obey the instructions given to them and 
- Give their Testimony. 

• They model what all Christians should be doing.  Listening to God and responding to 
His call, obeying His instructions and sharing their Testimony.  But something very 
special happens as Peter enters the home of Cornelius the Centurion, Peter bridges a 
number of gaps:  between occupier and occupied, between Jew and Gentile, between 
clean and unclean and as Peter shares the good news in the home of Cornelius, God 
loves what he sees and he bursts in, interrupts Peter and joins the party.  The Holy 
Spirit is released on the Gentiles.  No wonder Peter and the Jewish believers 
accompanying him were amazed: The circumcised believers who had come with Peter 
were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the 
Gentiles (Acts 10:45) 

2.2 Call from God 
• Peter and Cornelius model for us what we should all be doing, spending time listening 

and speaking to God on a regular basis.  It is in one of these regular times of 
relationship that God calls both of them to a specific task: 
- Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is called Peter. He 

is staying with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the sea. (Acts 10:5-6) 
- Simon, three men are looking for you. So get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate 

to go with them, for I have sent them. (Acts 10:19-20) 
• Notice that both of their callings involve: 
- A ‘Mission Impossible’ - Jews are forbidden to speak to Gentiles. Both Peter and 

Cornelius would have been aware of the cultural status quo. 
- Operating outside of their comfort zones. Both would have realised that culturally 

they were going into uncharted territory. 
- Trusting God. - Both knew they would have to do this. 

• The distinction between "clean and unclean foods" was a major problem between the 
Jews and the Gentiles at that time.  

• God uses a centuries-old regulation found in Leviticus chapter 11 to teach Peter and his 
fellow Jews an important spiritual lesson. God was not simply changing their diet; He 
was changing their entire program. Peter retells what happens as follows: I saw 
something like a large sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it 
came down to where I was. I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, 
wild beasts, reptiles, and birds of the air. Then I heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, 
Peter. Kill and eat.'“I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever 
entered my mouth.'“The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything 
impure that God has made clean.' This happened three times, and then it was all 
pulled up to heaven again. (Acts 11:5-10) 

• God was saying through this vital vision that the Jew was not "clean" and the Gentile 
"unclean," but both Jew and Gentile were "unclean" before God! "  

• Both Jew and Gentile are in the same position, both are sinners, both are in need of 
salvation or rescue.   

• God was also making clear through this vision that a Gentile did not have to become a 
Jew in order to become a Christian. All of this would have been mind blowing to Peter. 

2.3 Obey 
• Having received their calling from God to this Mission Impossible which would require 

them operating outside their comfort zones and trusting God both Peter and Cornelius 
obey: 
- Cornelius called two of his servants and a devout soldier who was one of his 

attendants. He told them everything that had happened and sent them to Joppa. 
(Acts 10:7-8) 

- Then Peter invited the men into the house to be his guests.The next day Peter 
started out with them, and some of the brothers from Joppa went along. (Acts 
10:23)  

• All the alarm bells would have been going off for Peter and Cornelius plus no doubt the 
two servants and the devout soldier.  Jews and Gentiles did not fraternise with each 
other and Jews certainly did not fraternise with a member of the army of occupation. 

• Similar gaps of ‘culture’, ‘prejudice’ ‘race’ and ‘religion’ exist today and it may well be 
like Peter and Cornelius that God is calling us to bridge such gaps with the gospel.  Will 
we, like Peter and Cornelius, be able to silence our alarm bells, trust God, step outside 
of our comfort zones to take part in God’s Missions Impossible and bridge these gaps. 

2.4 Testimony 
• Having heard God’s call and stepped out in faith both Peter and Cornelius give their 

testimonies: 
- “Four days ago I was in my house praying at this hour, at three in the afternoon. 

Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood before me   and said, ‘Cornelius, God has 
heard your prayer and remembered your gifts to the poor.  Send to Joppa for 
Simon who is called Peter. He is a guest in the home of Simon the tanner, who lives 
by the sea.’  So I sent for you immediately, and it was good of you to come. Now we 
are all here in the presence of God to listen to everything the Lord has commanded 
you to tell us.” (Acts 10:30-33) 

- “I now realise how true it is that God does not show favouritism   but accepts men 
from every nation who fear him and do what is right.  You know the message God 
sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, 
who is Lord of all.  You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after the baptism that John preached—   how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and 
healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.  “We 
are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. 
They killed him by hanging him on a tree,  but God raised him from the dead on the 
third day and caused him to be seen.  He was not seen by all the people, but by 
witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after 
he rose from the dead.  He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that 
he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead.   All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 
of sins through his name.” (Acts 10:34-43) 

• Both Peter and Cornelius testify to what God has done in their lives.  Their testimonies 
are clearly powerful.  God loves what he sees and he bursts in, interrupts Peter and 
joins the party: While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all 
who heard the message. (Acts 10:44) 


