
2.5 “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” (John 
2:19) 
• The religious leaders respond to Jesus’ actions by asking for a sign: “What sign can 

you show us to prove your authority to do all this?”  (John 2:18) 
• How Jesus responds is extremely significant:  “Destroy this temple, and I will 

raise it again in three days.”  (John 2:19) 
• The religious leaders think that Jesus is referring to building: “It has taken forty-

six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?”  (John 
2:20)  This was the temple Zerubbabel had built over 500 years earlier, but Herod 
the Great had begun remodelling it, making it much larger and far more beautiful.  
It had been 46 years since this remodelling had started (16 B.C.) and it still wasn’t 
completely finished. 

• How could Jesus possibly tear down the temple and rebuild it again in three days! 
• Jesus was not talking about the temple made of stones, but about his body:  But 

the temple he had spoken of was his body.  (John 2:21) His listeners did not 
realise that Jesus was greater than the temple: ‘I tell you that one greater than the 
temple is here.’  (Matthew 12:6) 

• John, Jesus’ cousin, the author of this Gospel records: ‘After he was raised from 
the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture 
and the words that Jesus had spoken.’  (John 2:22).  The fact that Jesus so 
perfectly fulfilled this prediction became one of the strongest proofs for his claims 
to be God. 

• The apostle Paul writes in his first letter to the Corinthians:  Do you not know that 
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received 
from God? 1 Corinthians 6:19.  After His death on the cross Jesus is raised to new 
life with the result that his modern day followers serve a living God- one who by 
his Holy Spirit is resident in everyone of his followers.  We are all temples now! 

• As we go about our daily lives this week, will those around us go ‘Gosh there goes 
another temple of the living God!’ 

3. Questions to consider at home 
3.1 What makes you angry?  Do you agree with the internet poll?  What would your 
Top Ten things be? 
3.2  Why was Jesus angry?  Were his actions in the temple courts justified? 
3.3 How would you describe your Sunday worship?  Is it accessible to all or 
accessible to the few?  Would Jesus be angry if He turned up to your church on 
Sunday? 
3.4  Is you church more concerned about money and fund raising or worship of 
God? 
3.5 Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.”  (John 2:19) 
Why is this such an explosive statement? 
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Please feel free to take these talk notes home with you and you may wish to find some time 
during this week to consider the questions below. 
1. Talk Passage – John 2:13-24 
13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
14 In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others 
sitting at tables exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove 
all from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the 
money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold doves he said, 
“Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a market!” 17 His 
disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 
18 The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your 
authority to do all this?” 
19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three 
days.” 
20 They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are 
going to raise it in three days?” 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 
22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then 
they believed the scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.23 Now while he 
was in Jerusalem at the Passover Festival, many people saw the signs he was 
performing and believed in his name. 24 But Jesus would not entrust himself to 
them, for he knew all people. 
2. Talk Notes 
2.1 Introduction 
• What sort of things make you angry?  According to an internet poll here are the top 

ten things that make us angry: 
1. People who push into queues. 
2. Being blamed for something you did 
not do. 
3. People who take credit for your work. 
4. Bad drivers. 
5. Liars and lies. 
6. Screaming children in a public place. 

7. People who talk during movies. 
8. People talking on the phone too 
loudly. 
9. People who hog the middle lane of 
the motorway. 
10. Traffic jams. 

• What made Jesus angry with righteous indignation was misuse of the Temple:  ‘So 
he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts’ (John 2:15) 
Jesus was angry with three things specifically: 

a) Curtailment of Gentile Worship. 
b) Dishonest, greedy practices of the money changers and merchants. 
c) ‘Turning my Father’s house into a market’ (John 2:16) 
2.2 Background 
• ‘When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem.’ (John 2:13)  The passover celebration took place yearly at the temple 
in Jerusalem.  Every Jewish male was expected to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem 
during this time: ‘Three times a year all your men must appear before the LORD 



your God at the place he will 
choose: at the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread, the Feast of 
Weeks and the Feast of 
Tabernacles. No man should 
appear before the LORD empty-
handed’ (Deuteronomy 16:16) 

• The Passover celebration lasted a 
week.  Passover was one day and 
the Festival of Unleavened Bread 
lasted the rest of the week.  The 
entire week commemorated the 
freeing of the Jews from slavery in 
Egypt. (Exodus 12:1-13) 

• The temple was central to the 
worship of the Passover 
celebration and many Jewish 
families from all over the world 
would travel to Jerusalem to 
worship at the temple for key 
feasts. 

• Solomon had built the first temple 
in 959 B.C. on the site of temple of 
Jesus’ day.  Solomon’s temple had 
been destroyed by the Babylonians 
(2 Kings 25).  It had been rebuilt 
in 515 B.C. and Herod the Great had enlarged and remodelled it. 

2.3 Curtailment of Gentile Worship 
• ‘In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others 

sitting at tables exchanging money.’ (John 2:14).  The temple area was always 
crowded during the Passover celebration with thousands of out-of-town visitors.  
The religious leaders crowded it even further by allowing money changers and 
merchants to set up booths in the Court of the Gentiles. 

• Jesus was angry that the very place where foreigners could come to worship God 
had been turned into a marketplace. 

• The temple was area was arranged in a set of courts.  Gentiles accessing the outer 
court then women, then men, the priests.  At the centre was God’s presence in the 
Holy of Holies. 

• Do we today, like the religious leaders then, prevent people from worshipping God 
and drawing close to Him in relationship? 

• Can our church traditions and customs be a barrier to those seeking God? 
• Can our liturgy and the way we conduct our services be an impediment to some? 
• Are all our churches places where newcomers are welcomed and encouraged to 

join our church communities? 
• Would Jesus be angry with us if He turned up one Sunday? 

Floor Plan of the Temple of Herod the Great 2.4 Dishonest, greedy practices of the money changers and merchants. 
• The temple tax had to be paid in local currency, so foreigners had to have their 

money changed.  Unfortunately the money changers often charged exorbitant 
rates. 

• The people were also required to make sacrifices for sins.  Because of the long 
journey, many could not bring their own animals.  Some who did bring their 
animals had them rejected for imperfections.  So the animal merchants conducted 
a flourishing business in the temple courtyard.  The price of of sacrificial animals 
was much higher in the temple area than elsewhere.   

• Jesus was angry at the dishonest, greedy practices of the money changers and 
merchants, and he was angry that these practices were going on on holy ground.  
The money changers, the animal merchants and the religious leaders were all 
making a mockery of God’s house that was supposed to be place of worship. 

• The religious leaders had forgotten that they were there to help facilitate worship 
and to serve those who had come to observe the Passover celebration.  They were 
not there to fleece everyone who had come at every available opportunity. 

• Church leaders and those in authority today need to constantly remind themselves 
that they have been given responsibility by God to draw alongside their 
congregations to encourage them into better worship and discipleship. 

• Are we today sometimes a little eager to pass around the collection plate when we 
have visitors in church for a major celebration like Easter, Remembrance or 
Christmas or at a Baptism, Wedding or Funeral? 

• Have our churches become places that are more concerned with raising funds for 
the fabric of our church buildings rather than places who focus on worshipping 
God? 

2.5 ‘Turning my Father’s house into a market’ (John 2:16) 
• “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a market!” (John 2:16)  

Jesus was angry that God’s temple was being misused by people who had turned it 
into a marketplace.  They had forgotten, or didn’t care, that God’s house is a place 
of worship, not a place for making profit. 

• We may need to reassess our attitude towards our church buildings if we simply 
see them as places to make money. 

• Is our prime motive for coming to church Sunday by Sunday to worship God?  Or 
do we come for other reasons? 

• So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep 
and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their 
tables. (John 2:16) 

• John records this first clearing, or cleansing, of the temple.  A second clearing 
occurred at the end of Jesus’ ministry, about three years later, and the event is 
recorded in: Matthew 21:12-17, Mark 11:12-19 and Luke 19:45-48. 

• Does Jesus example here permit us to use violence similar violence against 
wrongdoers? Certain authority is granted to some, but not all.  For example, the 
authority to use weapons and restrain people is granted to police officers, but not 
to the general public.  The authority to imprison people is given to judges but not 
individual citizens.  Jesus had God’s authority, something we cannot have.  While 
we want to live like Christ we should never try to claim His authority where it has 
not been given to us. 


