
his part in the early stages of his ministry in Galilee. The danger then had been 
that a volatile Jewish crowd would misinterpret his identity. Who could know 
what sense a group of pagans would have made of his action? Jesus who had 
moved over the border to escape notice now finds that his attempt to do so have 
failed. 

2.5 Conclusion 
• So as we consider our witness are we prepared to go to those forgotten corners of 

our world and to serve those we find there.  Are we prepared to trust that God will 
change lives by releasing His healing power, to restore what has been broken, as 
we step out in faith. 

3. Questions to consider at home 
3.1 What are some of the key differences between a city in the Decapolis and 
Capernaum? 
3.2 Where are the forgotten corners of your church, your local community, this 
nation and our world? 
3.3 Why was the Decapolis such a challenging place for Jewish people. 
3.4 How did Jesus’ second mission to the region of Gadara in Mark 7 differ to His 
first in Mark 5? 
3.5 What techniques for healing do we learn from Jesus in this passage? 
3.6 Why does Mark include this incident in his gospel? 
3.7 What would happen in your church if a similar miracle happened today? 
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Mark 7:31-37, Matthew 15:29-31 - Healing in the Decapolis 
Passage, Talk Notes and Questions 

Please feel free to take these talk notes home with you and you may wish to find some time 
during this week to consider the questions below. 
1. Talk Passages – Mark 7:31-37 
31Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and 
went through Sidon, down to the Sea of 
Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis, 
that is, the Ten Cities 32There some people 
brought to him a man who was deaf and 
could hardly talk, and they begged him to 
place his hand on the man.33After he took 
him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put 
his fingers into the man's ears. Then he spit 
and touched the man's tongue. 34He looked 
up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to 
him, “Ephphatha!” (which means, “Be 
opened!”). 35At this, the man's ears were 
opened, his tongue was loosened and he 
began to speak plainly.36Jesus commanded 
them not to tell anyone. But the more he did 
so, the more they kept talking about it. 
37People were overwhelmed with 
amazement. “He has done everything well,” 
they said. “He even makes the deaf hear and 
the mute speak.” 
Matthew 15:29-31 
29Jesus left there and went along the Sea of Galilee. Then he went up on a 
mountainside and sat down. 30Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the 
blind, the crippled, the mute and many others, and laid them at his feet; and he 
healed them. 31The people were amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the 
crippled made well, the lame walking and the blind seeing. And they praised the 
God of Israel. 
2. Talk Notes 
2.1 Introduction 
• ‘He began to speak plainly’ (Mark 7:35) Mark tell us.  A man who has not been 

able to speak properly because of his deafness is now able not only to speak 
clearly but is also able to hear clearly as well: ‘the man's ears were opened’ (Mark 
7:35) 

• Mark uses this healing to drive home to us, his readers, that Jesus is concerned:  
i) About the forgotten corners of the world. 
ii) Changing lives for the better. 
iii)Restoring what has been broken and bringing order into chaos. 



2.2.Forgotten corners of the world 
• Imagine for a moment an area or a group of people in: 

i) Peasedown St John or 
ii) in the UK or 
iii)the world 

you would least like to go to or associate with.  Why might this be the case? 
• The Decapolis were a group of cities generally located to the east of the The Sea 

Of Galilee. Jesus would have been very familiar with the neighbouring Decapolis 
as His home was on the north shore of The Sea of Galilee, at Capernaum. Jesus 
had moved to Capernaum after He left his home town of Nazareth. 

• The Decapolis was inhabited primarily by Greek people who had settled in the 
region after the time of Alexander the Great's conquest, and these cities were 
established as a political entity after the Romans occupied the land from about 65 
B.C. 

• According to ancient historians, the Decapolis had their own courts, army and 
coinage. Ruins found today of their theatres, temples and other buildings indicate 
that they were an advanced culture for their time.  

• But for Jews this was a pagan, unclean place, a melting pot of different religions 
and cultures.  To associate with anyone from this place was to make them ritually 
unclean. 

• The Decapolis was, to them, ‘hell on earth.’  A place without Jehovah the one and 
only God.  Mark wanted his audience then and us today to understand that Jesus 
wanted just a place like this to experience the Kingdom of God.  To get a glimpse 
of heaven. 

• Jesus knew that His Father wanted to restore relationship with all humanity not 
just the Jews and we see Jesus modelling this here: ‘Then Jesus left the vicinity of 
Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of 
the Decapolis, that is, the Ten Cities’  (Mark 7:31) 

• Scholars believe that Jesus returns to the same area, Gadara where he had healed 
the man possessed with a legion of 
demons: Then Jesus asked 
him,What is your name? My name 
is Legion, he replied, for we are 
many.  (Mark 5:9) who he then 
commanded to go into a herd of 
pigs: A large herd of pigs was 
feeding on the nearby hillside. 1he 
demons begged Jesus, Send us 
among the pigs; allow us to go into 
them. He gave them permission, 
and the evil spirits came out and 
went into the pigs. The herd, about 
two thousand in number, rushed 
down the steep bank into the lake 
and were drowned. (Mark 5:11-13) 

• Despite being asked to leave first 
time around Jesus returns: ‘Then the 

people began to plead with Jesus to leave their region.’  (Mark 5:19) 
• Are we being challenged today to remember in prayer or even to go and serve 

some of the forgotten corners of Peasedown, our nation or the world? 
• Would be prepared to return despite being rebuffed a first time? 
2.3 Changing lives 
• Jesus, like us, may well have left following his first mission to the Gadara feeling 

that things had been a failure. 
• We do not know the time difference between Mark 5 and 7 but we can certainly 

see that things have changed.  The testimony of the demon possessed man has 
clearly been powerful: ‘So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis 
how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed.’ (Mark 5:20) 

• The deaf mute man clearly has some friends of faith who believe that Jesus can 
heal him ‘There some people brought to him’ (Mark 7:32) and crowds have 
gathered to meet Jesus this time rather than asking him to leave: ‘After he took 
him aside, away from the crowd’ (Mark 7:33) 

• At the end of Mark 5 they ask Jesus to leave, this time they only have praise: 
People were overwhelmed with amazement. “He has done everything well,” they 
said. “He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” (Mark 7:37) 

• Let us be encouraged by these two missions to the Gadara.  Firstly let us 
remember that when people meet Jesus, like the demon possessed man their lives 
are changed for ever and secondly what outwardly may seem like a failure has 
clearly been a success. 

2.4 Restoring the broken 
• Throughout the gospels we see Jesus coming to restore what has been broken. In 

this case a man who has been deaf, probably from birth and whose speech has 
been affected by his deafness. 

• Notice what Jesus does.  Firstly he draws the man away from the crowds: ‘he took 
him aside, away from the crowd.’  (Mark 7:33)  Jesus focusses on him as a 
individual and wants to gain no attention from the crowd for himself. 

• ‘Jesus put his fingers into the man's ears. Then he spit and touched the man's 
tongue.’  (Mark 7:34).  Why does Jesus do this?  Its seems a strange thing to do.  
Let us remember that the man is deaf.  Jesus touches his ears and tongue to 
indicate what He is about to do.  He communicates with the man, in a way that 
He hopefully understands before He performs the healing.  A useful lesson for us 
all to learn. 

• He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, “Ephphatha!” (which 
means, “Be opened!”)  (Mark 7:35)  Despite being the son of God Jesus relies on 
his Father, as we all should for this man’s healing. 

• Notice what little Jesus says in this healing incident.  The only words He is 
recorded as saying are “Ephphatha!” (which means, “Be opened!”)  (Mark 7:35).  
Sometimes it is better to serve peoples needs first and to then share news about 
the Kingdom of God afterwards.  This is clearly modelled here by Jesus. 

• Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the more they 
kept talking about it. (Mark 7:36).  Again this seems a strange thing to do.  Surely 
Jesus would want people to know what had happened and to praise his Father for 
it.  Jesus’ insistence that they tell no one certainly mirrored similar requests on 


