
The Parish of Peasedown St John 
Daniel 6:1-24 - The lion’s den 
Passage, Talk Notes and Questions 

Please feel free to take these talk notes home with you and you may wish to find 
some time during this week to consider the questions below. 
1. Talk Passage – Daniel 6:1-24 

Please read Daniel 6:1-24 

2. Talk Notes 
2.1 Introduction 
• If asked, how would your colleagues at work, friends and neighbours, close family 

or those people with whom you interact infrequently describe you? 
• Would they say that you are different?  If cross examined further would they say 

that the difference they witness is as a result of your faith. 
• In this passage Daniel is described as being ‘distinguished’ (Daniel 6:3).  He 

stands out.  There is something different about him. 
• This distinction comes from his ‘discipline.’  He is a man of prayer who has a 

strong relationship with God. 
• He is also a man of faith.  He trusts God to ‘deliver’ him from the lion’s den. 
2.2.Distinguished 
• ‘Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by 

his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole 
kingdom.’ (Daniel 6:3).  The year is 538b.c. and Daniel is probably 81 years old.  
Cyrus (referred to here as ‘Darius’ a title meaning ‘Pharaoh’ or ‘Caesar’) has just 
captured Babylon a year earlier in 539b.c. 



• 67 years earlier Daniel had been taken off into exile following Nebuchadnezzar’s 
first conquest of Jerusalem in 605b.c.  Nebuchadnezzar came back in 586b.c. 
flattened Jerusalem and in the process destroyed the original temple. 

• ‘Nebuchadnezzar ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring in some 
of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility, young men without any 
physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well 
informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king's palace. He 
was to teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians.’  (Daniel 
1:3-4) - Daniel was probably only 14 years old when he was taken off into captivity 
to learn how to be a good Babylonian. 

• Following his education Daniel and his three friends Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego were appointed to Nebuchadnezzar’s court: ‘in every matter of wisdom 
and understanding about which the king questioned them, he found them ten 
times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole 
kingdom.’  (Daniel 1:20) 

• ‘Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus’  (Daniel 1:21) Daniel 
remained in Babylon for the rest of his life and he went on to advise no less than 
three kings: Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar and Cyrus. 

• He probably died in 535b.c at the age of 84 having survived the lion’s den and 
witnessing the first exiles returning to Jerusalem in 538b.c. 

• How do we react towards people, particularly those who are gifted and talented, 
who are different from us?  The locals were clearly upset that Daniel had risen to 
such an influential position: ‘the administrators and the satraps tried to find 
grounds for charges against Daniel’  (Daniel 6:4) 

• Does our jealously and hatred towards those who are gifted and different lead us 
towards plotting their downfall? 

• Daniel’s enemies plan his downfall by having Cyrus issue a ‘decree that anyone 
who prays to any god or man during the next thirty days, except to you, O king, 
shall be thrown into the lions' den.’  (Daniel 6:7) 

2.3 Disciplined 
• Although not present at the time Daniel has not forgotten what happened to his 

three friends Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego some forty years earlier during 
Nebuchadnezzar’s reign. 

• This time he is the focus of the plot and ‘disciplined’ as he is, he gets on his knees 
in prayer: ‘Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he 
went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. 
Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his 
God, just as he had done before.’  (Daniel 6:10) Irrespective of the court plots and 
intrigues Daniel does what he has always done. He keeps in constant 
communication and relationship with God in prayer. 

• How would we describe our prayer life at the moment?  Is it something we do 
regularly or only in emergency?  Are we devoted to prayer as individuals and as a 
church? 

2.4 Delivered 
• Again and again in his life Daniel has witnessed God ‘delivering’ him when he 

stepped out in faith.  He demonstrates an active rather than an academic faith.  
Back in his teens he had refused to eat non kosher Babylonian food: ‘Please test 

your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables to eat and water to 
drink. Then compare our appearance with that of the young men who eat the 
royal food, and treat your servants in accordance with what you see.’  (Daniel 
1:12-3) and was all the healthier for it. 

• Every time he approaches God for interpretation for key dreams God delights to 
inform Daniel, his close friend, what the dreams mean. Daniel correctly interprets 
two of Nebuchadnezzar’s key dreams and one of Belshazzar’s. 

• Like Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar before him, it is Cyrus who is going to learn 
about God’s nature and character.  Cyrus is more worried about the lion’s den 
than Daniel: ‘Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night without 
eating and without any entertainment being brought to him. And he could not 
sleep.  At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. 
When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, 
servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able 
to rescue you from the lions?”’  (Daniel 6:18-20) 

• Daniel’s faithful devotion towards God ‘delivers’ him from the lion’s den: My God 
sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, 
because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong 
before you, Your Majesty.  (Daniel 6:22) 

• How would we describe our faith levels at the moment?  For too many of us faith 
(Forsaking All I Trust Him) is an academic rather than a active truth.  That is 
just the way the enemy wants it to be.  What would happen if we took our 
academic, intellectual faith and turned it into action! 

• What would happen if we started stepping out in faith and operating in God’s 
power?  People would notice and the church would grow. 

2.5 Conclusion 
• Daniel is 

i) ‘Distinguished’ (Daniel 6:3).  He lives an authentic life of faith.  Are our lives 
equally distinctive and different to the world around us or do we just quietly 
blend in? 

ii) ‘Disciplined’ in his prayer life.  Could the same be said of us. 
iii)‘Delivered’ from his enemies and the lions because he knows what it is like to 

live with an active faith versus an academic one. 
3. Questions to consider at home 
3.1 Who would you describe as the ‘Daniels’ of our day? 
3.2 What similarities do we see between Daniel and Jesus? 
3.3 ‘Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed.’  (Daniel 6:10) Do we 
need to pray this regularly? 
3.4 How would you describe the faith of your church:Academic or Active?  How 
would you describe your own faith? 
3.5 What do we learn about God’s character from this passage? 

Matthew Street 26th August 2018 


