
i) He was accepted:  ‘A man named Ananias came to see me. He was a devout observer 
of the law and highly respected by all the Jews living there. He stood beside me and 
said, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight!’ And at that very moment I was able to see 
him.  (Acts 22:12-3).  This was quite something for Ananias to do given Paul’s 
reputation.  What an example he sets to us all! 

ii) He was chosen: The God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his will and to see 
the Righteous One and to hear words from his mouth. (Acts 22:14) Just like Saul, we 
too have be chosen. 

iii)He was called to witness: ‘You will be his witness to all people of what you have seen 
and heard.’  (Acts 22:15).  Like Saul, we also have been called to share with others 
what happened when we became a Christian. 

iv) He was baptised: ‘And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptised and wash 
your sins away, calling on his name.’  (Acts 22:16).  Paul ‘inks in’ his conversion by 
being baptised.  He publicly declares his faith in Jesus.  Some of us may well need to 
do the same thing! 

v) He was sent to the gentiles:‘Go; I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’ (Acts 22:21) 
• Immediately the word ‘Gentiles’ is used there is uproar: “Rid the earth of him! He’s not 

fit to live!” (Acts 22:22) 
• There is no guarantee that our testimony will be accepted by those who chose to hear it.  

We must faithfully and responsibly present the gospel and leave the results to God. 
2.5 Conclusion 
• This was certainly not the first time that Paul had shared this story, nor would it be the 

last.  He wrote to the church in the Roman province of Galatia: “I want you to know 
brothers, that the gospel I preached is not something that man made up.  I did not 
receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather I received it by revelation from 
Jesus Christ.” (Galatians 1:11-12) and to the Church in Corinth ‘For what I received I 
passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures,  and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.  After that, he 
appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom 
are still living, though some have fallen asleep.  Then he appeared to James, then to all 
the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. (1 
Corinthians 15: 3-8)  

• So have we got our story straight?  How many times have we shared our story?  What 
would happen if we prayed and asked God for more opportunities to share it? 

3. Questions to consider at home 
3.1 Why is testimony so powerful? 
3.2 Why were the Jews trying to kill Paul? 
3.3 Why was Saul so vehemently against the early church? 
3.4 Why were the words ‘I am Jesus.’ (Acts 22:8) so earth shattering for Saul? 
3.5 Why is Saul physically blind for three days? 
3.6 Why does Saul get baptised? 
3.7 What does it mean to be chosen? 
3.8 Why are we called to be witnesses? 
3.9 Why is the word ‘Gentile’ so incendiary to the Jews? 
3.10 How can we as individuals and as a church be sure that we are doing God’s will? 
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Please feel free to take these talk notes home with you and you may wish to find some time during 
this week to consider the questions below. 
1. Talk Passage – Acts 22:1-21 
1 “Brothers and fathers, listen now to my defence.” 2 When they heard him speak to them in 
Aramaic, they became very quiet. Then Paul said: 3 “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, 
but brought up in this city. I studied under Gamaliel and was thoroughly trained in the law of 
our ancestors. I was just as zealous for God as any of you are today. 4 I persecuted the 
followers of this Way to their death, arresting both men and women and throwing them into 
prison, 5 as the high priest and all the Council can themselves testify. I even obtained letters 
from them to their associates in Damascus, and went there to bring these people as prisoners 
to Jerusalem to be punished. 6 “About noon as I came near Damascus, suddenly a bright light 
from heaven flashed around me. 7 I fell to the ground and heard a voice say to me, ‘Saul! 
Saul! Why do you persecute me?’ 8 “‘Who are you, Lord?’ I asked. “ ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, 
whom you are persecuting,’ he replied. 9 My companions saw the light, but they did not 
understand the voice of him who was speaking to me. 10 “‘What shall I do, Lord?’ I asked. “ 
‘Get up,’ the Lord said, ‘and go into Damascus. There you will be told all that you have been 
assigned to do.’ 11 My companions led me by the hand into Damascus, because the brilliance 
of the light had blinded me.12 “A man named Ananias came to see me. He was a devout 
observer of the law and highly respected by all the Jews living there. 13 He stood beside me 
and said, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight!’ And at that very moment I was able to see him. 
14 “Then he said: ‘The God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his will and to see the 
Righteous One and to hear words from his mouth. 15 You will be his witness to all people of 
what you have seen and heard. 16 And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptised 
and wash your sins away, calling on his name.’ 17 “When I returned to Jerusalem and was 
praying at the temple, I fell into a trance 18 and saw the Lord speaking to me. ‘Quick!’ he 
said. ‘Leave Jerusalem immediately, because the people here will not accept your testimony 
about me.’19 “‘Lord,’ I replied, ‘these people know that I went from one synagogue to another 
to imprison and beat those who believe in you. 20 And when the blood of your martyr 
Stephen was shed, I stood there giving my approval and guarding the clothes of those who 
were killing him.’ 21 “Then the Lord said to me, ‘Go; I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’  
2. Talk Notes 
2.1 Introduction 
• What are our stories?  Have you ever considered how you would share the story of how 

you became a Christian?  What would you say?  Could you tailor your story to fit the 
moment?  Could you share how you became a Christian in 60 seconds? 

• “Brothers and fathers, listen now to my defence.” (Acts 22:1) Paul is in Jerusalem 
speaking to a hostile crowd of Jews who have just tried to kill him: ‘While they were 
trying to kill him' (Acts 21:31). 

• They are angry with Paul because they believe that Paul was ‘teaching everyone 
everywhere against our people and our law and this place. And besides, he has brought 
Greeks into the temple and defiled this holy place.’ (Acts 21:28) 

• Jewish people have gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate ‘Shavuot’ or the Feast of Weeks 
which coincides with Pentecost. The Feast of Weeks is a time when the Jews celebrate 
God giving them the law on Mt Sinai. Some Jews, probably from Ephesus, have seen 
Paul with Trophimus (a Gentile from Ephesus, whom they knew associated with Paul) 
and they incorrectly conclude that Paul had taken Trophimus into the temple, which, if 
true, would have defiled the temple (in their minds) and was worthy of death: ‘They had 
previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian in the city with Paul and assumed that Paul 



had brought him into the temple.’  (Acts 21:29) 
• A riot ensues, and Paul is severely beaten: 
• Had the commander of the Roman troops in Jerusalem not arrived so quickly, Paul 

would probably have been killed. The Roman commander hurries to the scene, not to 
save Paul’s life, but to capture an Egyptian revolutionary, who had led 4,000 Assassins 
into the wilderness:“Aren’t you the Egyptian who started a revolt and led four 
thousand terrorists out into the wilderness some time ago?” (Acts 21:38). When the 
commander arrives on the scene, the Jews stop beating Paul, and pretend to be law-
abiding citizens.  

• The commander is unable to make sense of what the crowd has against Paul, and he 
therefore arrests Paul and takes him to the barracks for questioning. Paul is chained, and 
as he is being carried up the steps to the barracks he turns to the commander, speaking 
to him in Greek. He asks the commander for permission to address the crowd.  

• The commander is taken back, first, by the fact that Paul spoke to him in Greek, second, 
in learning that Paul was not the Egyptian revolutionary he thought him to be, and third, 
in learning that he was a Cilician Jew. Incredible though it may seem, he grants Paul 
permission to speak to the crowd. 

• What Paul now does is truly amazing.  He witnesses for Jesus in a remarkable way by 
sharing his story or his testimony about how he became a Christian to this hostile, 
murderous crowd who listen to Paul in rapt silence.  Never, ever underestimate the 
power of your story or testimony.  Paul breaks his story into three parts and we too 
should learn from him and break our own conversion story into the same three parts: 
i) Past - Paul explains what he was like before he met Jesus and became a Christian.  

What were we like before we became a Christian and knew Jesus? (Acts 22:3-5, 
19-20) 

ii) What happened? - Paul shares what it was that caused him to change.  What was it 
that caused us to become a Christian? (Acts 22:6-13) 

iii)What has changed? -  Paul then explains what Jesus called him to do as a result of 
meeting with him.  What has Jesus called you to do as a result of becoming a 
Christian?  (Acts 22:14-18, 21) 

2.2. Past - What were we like before we became a Christian and knew Jesus?  (Acts 22:3-5, 
19-20) 
• Paul knows that if his testimony is going to have an effect he needs to get this hostile, 

murderous crowd on his side.  He needs them to know that he understands them and 
that he was once like them.  His does this in three ways: 
i) He speaks to them in their language.  Aramaic was the common language among 

Palestinian Jews: ‘When they heard him speak to them in Aramaic, they became very 
quiet.’ (Acts 22:2) 

ii) He reminds them that he is a Jew like them and was educated by the most respected 
Jewish rabbi of the day: ‘I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this 
city. I studied under Gamaliel and was thoroughly trained in the law of our 
ancestors.’ (Acts 22:3).  Gamaliel was the most honoured rabbi of the first century.  
He was well known and respected as an expert on religious law. 

iii)He acknowledges that at one time he was as zealous for God as any one of them: ‘I 
was just as zealous for God as any of you are today.’  (Acts 22:3) and that like them, 
he too would have done the same thing to him as they have done: ‘I persecuted the 
followers of this Way to their death, arresting both men and women and throwing 
them into prison.’ (Acts 22:4) In fact says Paul I even had the blessing of the High 
Priest and the whole Sanhedrin to go after these Christians in Damascus: as the high 
priest and all the Council can themselves testify. I even obtained letters from them to 

their associates in Damascus, and went there to bring these people as prisoners to 
Jerusalem to be punished. (Acts 22:5) and I was there giving my full support to 
Stephen being martyred: And when the blood of your martyr Stephen was shed, I 
stood there giving my approval and guarding the clothes of those who were killing 
him. (Acts 22:19) 

• Paul cleverly gets the crowd on his side by identifying with them and telling them what 
he was like.  Hopefully we won’t have to share our story in such adverse conditions. 
What would we want to share about what we were like before we became Christians and 
how would we use that to identify with our potential audience? 

2.3 What happened? - What was it that caused us to become a Christian? (Acts 22:6-13) 
• Having drawn his audience in, Paul now shares the key part of his story: ‘what 

happened.’ 
• The importance of ‘what happened’ that day on the road to Damascus simply cannot be 

underestimated.  It is so important that Dr Luke, the author of Acts mentions it three 
times in the Book of Acts, firstly in Acts 9, secondly here in Acts 22 and again in Acts 26.  
‘What happened’ was central to everything that Paul was and went on to do.  His meeting 
with Jesus that day changed his life forever and the course of history in the Middle East 
and Europe from then onwards. 

• Saul had gone to Damascus that day believing that he was being ‘zealous for God’ (Acts 
22:3).  All this talk about the Pharisees and the religious authorities having blood on 
their hands and that Jesus, a mere man, was the son of God and that He had been raised 
back to life had to be forcibly stamped out: ‘The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the 
dead-- whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree.  God exalted him to his own 
right hand as Prince and Saviour that he might give repentance and forgiveness of sins 
to Israel.’  (Acts 5:30-1). 

• God arrests Saul on his misconceived mission in a really spectacular way: “About noon 
as I came near Damascus, suddenly a bright light from heaven flashed around me.  I 
fell to the ground and heard a voice say to me, ‘Saul! Saul! Why do you persecute 
me?’  (Acts 22:6-7). 

• It is three words that change the course of Paul’s life and arguably the course of history: 
‘I am Jesus.’ (Acts 22:8).  In those three words Saul receives a revelation that is central 
to the Christian faith.  Saul knew his Bible.  The words “I am” would have rung bells in 
his head about the encounter that Moses had with God in Exodus 3 verse 14: God said to 
Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent 
me to you.'" For Saul to hear the words ‘I am Jesus.’ (Acts 22:8) underlines in language 
that Saul would understand that Jesus was indeed the son of God.  The fact that He was 
speaking to him on the road to Damascus also underlined that he had risen from the 
dead. 

• ‘The brilliance of the light’ (Acts 22:11) blinds Saul and serves to underline how 
spiritually blind he had been.  He thought he was being ‘zealous for God’ (Acts 22:3) but 
actually Saul, his fellow Pharisees and the Jewish authorities have been so engrossed 
with their own agendas they have managed to miss the most significant move of God in 
history.  Sometimes we can do the exactly the same thing. 

• Our story is unlikely to be as spectacular as Paul’s but each of our own conversion stories 
will have their own God given power to convict others. 

2.4 What has changed? -  What has Jesus called you to do as a result of becoming a 
Christian?  (Acts 22:14-18, 21) 
• Having drawn his audience in and having shared ‘what happened,’ Paul now explains 

five things that have changed in his life as a result of his meeting with Jesus on that road 
to Damascus: 


