
had started because each one had recognised Jesus as being precious as being ‘God with 
human flesh on.’  ‘Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do 
not believe,“The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” and,“A stone 
that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because 
they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for.’  (1 Peter 2:7-8) 
and this had resulted in the persecution that they were suffering. 

• Like them, do we believe that Jesus is precious and do we recognise that we too started a 
journey when we came to Christ? 

1.4 DESTINATION - 1 Peter 2:5-10 
• It wasn’t easy then to be a pilgrim and it isn’t today to be a pilgrim. To be in the world 

but not of the world: ‘Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles.’  (1 Peter 2:11) 
• In his second letter to the Corinthians Paul puts it brilliantly: We are therefore 

Christ's ambassadors (2 Corinthians 5:20) 
• Peter describes in this letter that our destination is to become a spiritual house, a 

church: ‘you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy 
priesthood,’  (1 Peter 2:5) where we recognise that Jesus is the ‘cornerstone’ the vital 
brick that holds our spiritual house or church together. 

• In our individualistic society where ‘I’ and ‘self’ are important we may find this idea of 
being ‘living stones’ built into a ‘spiritual house’ difficult to grasp where the collective, 
the church, is seen as being more important than the individual. 

• So as we collectively travel this year to twelve sacred Biblical locations will be better 
‘living stones?’  Will our faith have grown as a result of our journey?  Will our Biblical 
knowledge have deepened? . Will our discipleship have blossomed?  Will our collective 
‘spiritual house’  be all the stronger for having taken the pilgrimage? 

1.5 PURPOSE - 1 Peter 2:11-12 
• As we begin 2019 are we resolved to stand firm and ‘to abstain from sinful desires, 

which wage war against our souls? ’ (1 Peter 2:11) 
• Do we recognise that we ‘are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 

special possession?’ (1 Peter 2:9) 
• If we do, then our witness to the world around us will be all the more powerful and we 

will hopefully ‘live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of 
doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. (1 
Peter 2:12) 

2. Questions to consider at home 
2.1 What are the similarities and dissimilarities between the Jewish Christians to who 
Peter was addressing this letter and us today? 
2.2  Why did 300 million Christians go on Pilgrimage in 2017? 
2.3 How would you describe the ‘sinful desires, which wage war against our souls?’ (1 
Peter 2:11) 
2.4 Why does Peter describe his readers and us: ‘as foreigners and exiles?’  (1 Peter 2:11) 
2.5 Who is ‘the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God’ (1 Peter 2:4) and 
why is this ‘living Stone’ ‘precious’? 
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1. Talk Notes 
1.1 Pilgrimage 
• Have you ever gone on a pilgrimage anywhere?  According to a pilgrimage promoting 

website on the internet over 300 million Christians went on some sought of Pilgrimage 
in 2017. 

• The vast majority went to the Holy Land but some of the most popular destinations in 
Europe including Lourdes in France and taking the Pilgrim’s way to Santiago de 
Compostela in North East Spain remain firm favourites with modern day pilgrims.  In 
the UK, walking the pilgrim’s path to Canterbury Cathedral is still an all time firm 
favourite. 

• When we go on a pilgrimage we: 
- Start a JOURNEY. 
- Head for a DESTINATION 
- with the PURPOSE of: 

• Setting aside more time for God and feeling closer to him. 
• Being more able to discern God’s will and guidance for our lives 
• Deepening our levels of faith and understanding of his word. 

- Imagine the Bible as a landscape.  In our sermon series this year we are all going to be 
pilgrims starting a journey.  We will visit eleven sacred sites as we deepen our 
discipleship and become more like Christ. 

1.2 ‘Pilgrims in this world’ - 1 Peter 2:4-5, 10-12 
• In this letter, written about A.D. 62-64, Peter is writing to Jewish Christians who have 

been driven out of Jerusalem and who are now scattered all over Asia Minor.  Persecuted 
by their Jewish brothers and sisters and coming under increasing threat from the 
Roman authorities everywhere, Peter writes to encourage his fellow Jewish Christians to 
stand firm and to continue their Christian journeys of faith. 

• He reminds them, that like us, they too are pilgrims in this world. 
- Who have started a journey when they came to Christ: ‘As you come to him, the living 

Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to him’  (1 Peter 2:4) 
- Like us, their destination is to become a spiritual house: ‘you also, like living stones, 

are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood,’  (1 Peter 2:5) 
- Like all pilgrims Peter reminds them and us that we are in the world but we are not of 

this world:  Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles (1 Peter 2:11)  ‘Once 
you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy.’  (1 Peter 2:10) 

- Finally Peter reminds them and us that when we stand firm we will be a strong 
witness to those around us: Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they 
accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the 
day he visits us. (1 Peter 2:12) 

1.3 JOURNEY - 1 Peter 2:7-8 
• As we start a new year, how many of us are beginning a new journey?  Personally I am 

beginning an unexpected journey, but what about you, is God calling you to start a new 
journey in 2019. 

• As we travel through our sermon series this year we are going to see again and again how 
God calls people to start new journeys. 

• Peter recognised that it was a tough journey that every one of those Jewish Christians 
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