
PCC of Foxcote with Shoscombe 
PCC meeting Wednesday, 24th April 10am St John’s Church Hall 

Minutes 

Present: Bob Goode, Margaret Coles, Sue Vaughan, Christine Ross, Jane Street, Tom Benyon 
(Chair) 
1) Tom Benyon led an opening prayer. 

2) Apologies were received from Carole Stevenson and Wendy Gower. In Wendy’s absence, Jane 
agreed to take the minutes. 

3) Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd January were approved and signed and Christine agreed to 
pass the signed minutes to Wendy for filing. 

4) Fred Chaytor came to report on problems with St James the Less building following an 
inspection. They can be summed up in this email from the church architect, George Chedburn: 
---Original message---- 
From : georgec@chedburn.com 
Date : 15/04/2019 - 11:39 (GMTST) 
To : f.c.c@btinternet.com 
Subject : Foxcote 

Good morning Fred 
 I am sorry to have been a little slow getting back to you. I have been caught up relocating my office 
to the Glove Factory in Holt.  I have also be trying to get hold of a structural engineer. 
 I have looked back at the photographs from the last inspection and the cracking has not changed 
very much although it is clearly ongoing – particularly over the south west window. 
I do not believe that the movement is particularly serious but it would be good to be able to assess 
the rate of the movement/cracking.  There are a couple of ways of going about this: 
1-      We can repair the cracks and monitor any movement visually.  This will tell us if the 

movement is ongoing and the rate of any cracking 
2-      We can ask an engineer (John Mann of Mann Williams would be best) to look and provide 

and monitor some ‘tell tales’.  This will tell us if the movement is ongoing and the rate of 
any cracking.  It may also tell us if the movement is seasonal or, indeed, if the cracks 
open and close over the seasons. 

 The option of using an engineer is more scientific and he can then advise us whether it will be 
necessary to arrest the movement and tell us how this can be done.  

  
I am tempted to suggest we go with option  1 and see what happens. What are your thoughts? 
  
Kind regards 
George 
  
George Chedburn RIBA 
  
Chedburn Codd 
Glove Factory Studios, 
1 Brook Lane, 
Holt, Bradford-on-Avon 
Wilts,BA14 6RL 
Telephone: 01225 859 999 
Email: chedburn@chedburn.com 

The PCC decided that Jane, as Treasurer, should send a request for a formal report from Chedburn 
and that she should contact Ecclesiastical Insurance to inform them. Jane agreed to keep the PCC 
updated. It was agreed that Jane should be able to spend up to £500 without coming back to the 
PCC for approval if necessary but every effort will be made to keep members of the PCC up to date. 
Many thanks to Fred for all the work he continues to do towards the maintenance of St James. 
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5) Finance 
Jane reported on the accounts to date and gave the accounts balances (see attached sheet). 

It continues to be the case that the Friends account balance is increasing whereas general funds are 
decreasing which means if this situation is allowed to continue, the PCC will reach a stage where it 
is unable to pay its day to day expenses, including parish share. The FoFC have agree to pay half of 
the St James church electricity bill. 

Following the APCM and submission of the accounts to the Bath and Wells DBF, questions have 
been raised about the high level of restricted funds and whether the FoFC is in fact a Restricted or a 
Designated fund. The distinction between designated funds and restricted funds is that the charity 
can simply re-allocate the proposed use of the assets in a designated fund (provided that such 
action is in the best interests of the charity) whereas departing from the special arrangements that 
apply to restricted funds is a more complicated process . The finance department and the 
archdeacon are looking into the matter and it may be that the Archdeacon will come and discuss 
with the PCC to ensure the continued smooth running of the PCC and the availability of funds to 
support the ministry of the church as well as the maintenance of the building. 

6) Church Warden’s Report 
Bob shared a report following an inspection of the trees in Foxcote graveyard (attached). A quote of 
£450 has been obtained and a second quote of nearer £1500. Bob has agreed to get a third quote as 
there is such a disparity and to see if it is possible for the wood to be chipped and sold rather than 
burned. 

Further discussions have been had about wheelchair access to the church. The neighbours in the 
farm are not keen on having a handrail along the council-owned verge to provide a sloping access 
to the church and have offered access via their driveway into the graveyard nearer to the tap. This 
would require extra footpaths and considerable expense and was not thought by the PCC to be a 
viable alternative. Bob is going to investigate again the possibility of a sloping entrance through the 
existing gate which would require considerable excavation of the pathway. This had previously 
been investigated by Stephen Clews. 

7) Church Membership and Appointment of Church Officers 

The appointment of Church Officers for May-2019-April 2020 (see attached sheet) was proposed 
by Jane, seconded by Margaret and agreed unanimously. 

The Church membership for Parish Share Calculation (see attached) was proposed by Bob, 
Seconded by Christine and agreed unanimously. 

Bob will complete the necessary documentation for the Diocese. 

8) The PCC were asked whether they were willing to support Joanna Vening and Dick Beath in the 
renewal of their Reader’s Licences. This was proposed by Sue, seconded by Margaret and agreed 
unanimously. The PCC wanted to place on record how grateful they are to Jo and Dick for all they 
do. 

9) Update from Shoscombe School 
Tom has stepped down as chair of Governors and has been temporarily replaced by Alun Williams, 
Chair of the MSN Schools Partnership Trust. Numbers at Shoscombe school are low but are being 
boosted by a poor Ofsted report at Peasedown school. It is hoped that a recently started pre-school 
in the building will also help numbers to grow. 

10)Carole was not present to give a report on the FoFC but the drop continue to work at 
fundraising and general support for St James church building. 

11)St J’s Group Ministry Team update. 
Matthew is still off following his operation and is not expected to be back before the end of June at 
the earliest. 
Tom expects to move to his new position in Bristol around half-term. 



12) Easter Sunday went well and the church were grateful to Derek Smith and Cath Candish for 
coming to take their service. 

13) There was no AOB, other than to say farewell and thank you to Tom for all he has done during 
his Curacy. 

14) The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 26th June at St John’s Church PSJ at 10.00am 
and will be chaired by Bob Goode in the event of Matthew still be unwell. 


