
MIDSOMER NORTON DEANERY 
MINUTES 

TUESDAY, 19TH MARCH 2019 
ST JOHN’S  MIDSOMER NORTON 7PM FOR 7.30  

An attendance sheet was signed (attached) and 35 members were present. Apologies received 
from Catherine Aherne, Robin Singh, Charlotte de Grey


1) Welcome from Christopher Chiplin, Vicar St John’s Church Midsomer Norton. Assistant Area 
Dean


2) The story of Barabbas was read and a hymn sung.

3)  We heard about the Stations of the Cross being shown to the pupils at St Johns’s primary 

school as part of the outreach of the church.

4) There was prayer for Matthew Street, Area Dean who is back in hospital with post-operative 

infections and also for the Parish of St John’s MSN.

5) Minutes of the Deanery Synod held on Wednesday, 25th October 2018 were proposed by 

Martin Blewitt, Seconded by Maureen West and agreed unanimously. There were no matters 
arising.


6) Finance:MSN Deanery was one of only three in the Diocese of B&W to pay their parish share 
in full - thanks to all. Currently £5,398 in deposit a/c and £793 in current account.


7) Clarissa Cridland brought the new Deanery Directory for which members of synod expressed 
their thanks.


8) Paul Woodward gave an update from the Somer Valley Foodbank and showed how important 
the donations of food from the Deanery churches is to the ongoing support of the most needy 
in our community. Major expenses remain the warehouse, van and insurance and the 
foodbank are grateful to those churches who are able to give financial help as well to these 
costs.


9) David Kingswood from Home for Good (https://www.homeforgood.org.uk) Vision: As the 
Church responds to our Biblical call to care for the vulnerable, we will see families stepping 
forward to foster or adopt every child waiting for a home, we will see safe and welcoming 
churches being a committed supportive community for every family, and we will see every 
Christian playing their part for vulnerable children. David asked us to see what part our 
churches and church members might play in helping to carry out this vision.


10) Review of “Songs of Praise - Carols” on December 20th 2018. Huge thanks were given to 
Margaret Whatley for playing at this event and mastering the Carols at such short notice. It 
was felt to have been a very successful event allowing carols to be sung in a different format 
and unlike most carol services being held before Christmas. It is to be repeated on Thursday, 
December 19th 2019 in St Johns MSN at 6pm.


11) The MSN Deanery Service will take place on Sunday, 28th July at 10.30am with Bishop Ruth 
preaching.


12) Main Item A The new MSN Deanery Film had its first showing and was greeted with a round 
of applause from Synod. Thanks were given to Jerry Curd for all his work. It is hoped that this 
film will be the starting point for the Deanery Mission plan.


13) AOB Visitors from parishes are welcome to along to Synod although they are unable to vote.


Date of the Next Meeting: Wednesday 12th June at St Nicholas Church, Radstock 
BA3 3QG 

Future Meetings:

Thursday, 24th October St John’s Chilcompton BA3 4HP

All Start at 7pm for Coffee, meeting begins at 7.30pm.

https://www.homeforgood.org.uk

