
The Parish of Foxcote with Shoscombe 
Genesis 13:1-18 - A promise reaffirmed 
Passage, Talk Notes and Questions 

Please feel free to take these talk notes home with you and you may wish to find 
some time during this week to consider the questions below. 
1. Talk Passage – Genesis 13:1-18 
1So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, with his wife and everything he had, 
and Lot went with him. 2Abram had become very wealthy in livestock and in silver 
and gold.3From the Negev he went from place to place until he came to Bethel, to 
the place between Bethel and Ai where his tent had been earlier 4and where he had 
first built an altar. There Abram called on the name of the LORD.5Now Lot, who 
was moving about with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents. 6But the land 
could not support them while they stayed together, for their possessions were so 
great that they were not able to stay together. 7And quarrelling arose between 
Abram's herdsmen and the herdsmen of Lot. The Canaanites and Perizzites were 
also living in the land at that time. 
8So Abram said to Lot, “Let's not have any quarrelling between you and me, or 
between your herdsmen and mine, for we are brothers. 9Is not the whole land 
before you? Let's part company. If you go to the left, I'll go to the right; if you go to 
the right, I'll go to the left.” 
10Lot looked up and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan was well watered, like 
the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, toward Zoar. (This was before the 
LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 11So Lot chose for himself the whole plain 
of the Jordan and set out toward the east. The two men parted company: 12Abram 
lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities of the plain and 
pitched his tents near Sodom. 13Now the men of Sodom were wicked and were 
sinning greatly against the LORD. 
14The LORD said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, “Lift up your eyes from 
where you are and look north and south, east and west. 15All the land that you see I 
will give to you and your offspring forever. 16I will make your offspring like the 
dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could 
be counted. 17Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving 
it to you.”18So Abram moved his tents and went to live near the great trees of 
Mamre at Hebron, where he built an altar to the LORD 
2. Talk Notes 
2.1 Introduction 
• How would you describe your relationship with God at this present time?  Are 

you living and witnessing in the place where God has called you to be? 
• God has called Abram, a 75 year old, out of his retirement comfort in Haran to the 

‘promised land’: ‘Leave your country, your people and your father's household 
and go to the land I will show you’ (Genesis 12:1). 

• God promises to bless Abram and through him God wants Abram to witness to 
others what that blessing is like and for that blessing to be brought to them also:’I 
will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name 
great, and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you..’ (Genesis 12:2a, 3b) 

• On arrival in the ‘promised land’ Abram faces his first, of many, test of faith: a 



famine.  Rather than trust God, he takes matters into his own hands and flees to 
Egypt: Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to 
live there for a while because the famine was severe. (Genesis 12:10)  As is 
always the case when we go our way rather than God’s, things do not go well for 
Abram in Egypt. 

• Abram and his nephew Lot return to the ‘promised land’: So Abram went up 
from Egypt to the Negev, with his wife and everything he had, and Lot went 
with him. (Genesis 13:1).  Their flocks have grown to such an extent whilst in 
Egypt that herdsmen from both families are squabbling over available pasture for 
their animals: But the land could not support them while they stayed together, 
for their possessions were so great that they were not able to stay together. And 
quarrelling arose between Abram's herdsmen and the herdsmen of Lot.  
(Genesis 13:6-7) 

• Abram moves from a place of being out of relationship with God into it again.  
God reaffirms his promise of blessing.  Lot however does not value relationship 
with God and he goes his own way and pitches his tents near Sodom. 

• Where are we at the moment?  Is our relationship with God strong, or are we 
doing things our way?  Are we more like the Abram who went to Egypt, and Lot 
who set up his tents outside Sodom, or are we more like the Abram of the 
‘promised land’ who: 
i) Puts others first. 
ii) Lives by faith rather than sight. 
iii)Allows God to make the decisions. 
iv)Gives thanks to God. 

2.2. Puts others first. 
• As the ‘elder statesman’ of the camp, Abram had every right to decide what to do 

about the quarrelling herdsmen.  Instead of asserting his position he gives Lot 
first choice of where to go: Is not the whole land before you? Let's part company. 
If you go to the left, I'll go to the right; if you go to the right, I'll go to the 
left.” (Genesis 13:9) 

• What do we witness to the world around us?  Do those around us see us putting 
ourselves and our interests first, or do they see us serving others and putting their 
interests first? 

• Paul in his letter to the church in Philippi challenges them to be Christ like: Each 
of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of 
others. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.’ (Philippians 
2:4-5) 

2.3 Lives by faith rather than sight 
• Lot lives by sight rather than faith: ‘Lot looked up and saw that the whole plain 

of the Jordan was well watered’  (Genesis 13:1) 
• How often, like Lot, have we made choices based on what we can see and discern? 
• Lot had a tent but no altar, which meant he did not call on the Lord for wisdom 

like Abram did: ‘There Abram called on the name of the LORD’  (Genesis 13:3)  
Instead of lifting up his eyes to heaven, Lot lifted up his eyes to the plain of 
Jordan and stopped there. 

• The eyes see what the heart loves.  Abram had taken Lot out of Egypt but he could 
not take Egypt out of Lot.  Outlook helps to determine outcome.  Abram’s eyes 

were firmly fixed on the Lord.  Relationship with the Lord was key for him.  Lot’s 
eyes on the other hand were on the sinful cities of men.  Lot has worldly success, 
but spiritually he is a failure. 

• Lot had a great opportunity to become a man of God as he walked with Abram, 
but we don’t read of Lot building an altar or calling on the Lord.  First, Lot looked 
toward Sodom, and finally he moved into Sodom: They also carried off Abram's 
nephew Lot and his possessions, since he was living in Sodom.  (Genesis 14:12).  
Instead of being a pilgrim who made progress, Lot regressed into the world and 
away from God’s blessing.   

2.4 Allows God to make the decisions. 
• Following Lots departure, God invites Abram to lift up his eyes and see what 

heaven has to offer: ‘Lift up your eyes from where you are and look north and 
south, east and west’  (Genesis 13:14).  Lot chose a piece of land which he finally 
lost, but God gave Abram: All the land that you see I will give to you and your 
offspring forever.  (Genesis 13:15).  Lot had said “I will take.” God said to Abram 
“I will give.” What a contrast! 

• Lot lost his family, but Abram was promised a family so large it could not be 
counted: ‘I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone 
could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted.’  (Genesis 13:16).  Lot 
was living for the possible, but Abram was trusting God for the impossible. 

• ‘Lift up your eyes’  (Genesis 13:14) is followed by ‘Go, walk through the length 
and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you’  (Genesis 13:17).  Abram has to 
claim his inheritance by faith. 

• How often have we failed to take what God has promised because we have not 
stepped out in faith? 

2.5 Gives thanks to God 
• With the promise of blessing reaffirmed Abram builds an altar to thank the Lord 

for all he has done: ‘So Abram moved his tents and went to live near the great 
trees of Mamre at Hebron, where he built an altar to the LORD’  (Genesis 13:18) 

• How often do we spend time quality time thanking God for all His provision to 
us? 

2.6 Conclusion 
• So where are we in this story?  Are we:  

i) Camped outside Sodom, living by sight rather than faith.  Doing things our way 
and allowing the world to dominate our vision? 

ii) In Egypt, because things have got tough with the calling God has made on our 
lives? 

iii)In the ‘promised land,’ walking daily with God, witnessing for Him, serving 
others, trusting Him for our future and thanking Him for His provision? 

3. Questions to consider at home 
3.1 Why does God need to re-affirm His promise to Abram? 
3.2 What do we learn from Lot’s choice? 
3.3 How is Abram’s witness different to Lot’s? 
3.4 Where are you and your church in this story? 
3.5 What is faith and why is it so important? 
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