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Dietrich Bonoeffer, that 
giant of 20th-century 
Christian thinking, was 
passionate that the church 
should be fully involved in 
the life of its community. 
‘The church is her true self only 

when she exists for humanity,’ he 
wrote. ‘She must take part in the 
social life of the world, not lording 
it over men, but helping and 
serving them.’ I like to think that if 
Dietrich looked through the pages 
of this annual and saw all the 
rich and varied ministries that go 
on across the benefice, he would 

think that we were heading in the 
right direction.

In preparation for writing this 
report I looked back on last year’s 
report, written by the rector. In it 
he listed ‘some of the highlights’ 
of the year - there were 37 entries! 
As I flick through the colourful 
pages of this terrific ‘annual’ 

(expertly designed by  Rob Doble 
- is there no end to his talents?) I 
am impressed that Matthew was 
able to keep it down to 37! There 
really is so much going on across 
the benefice, and we need to 
celebrate these good news stories, 

Churches help and  
serve local communities

Over £12,000 
has been 
given by the 
St J’s Group 
to encourage 
and support 
Christian 
Mission 
elsewhere

Did you know...

Restoring 
lives

Peace & quiet 
in the garden

Place of Peace is a Christian 
counselling service, under the 
umbrella of St John’s Church, 
based in St John’s Church Hall. 
It is available to all and it is 
affordable, providing both short 
term and long term counselling. 
The background of the past four 
years was working with youth 
services in Peasedown Youth 
Hub, but last year it moved to 
the church hall and its direction 
changed a bit. I would describe 
that change as it being more 
available, and used by more clients 
who are looking for elements of 
faith within the counselling work. 
It has been really nice to be based 
in the church hall, and to feel 
integrated with the daily work of 
the church, such as the Little Ones 
groups.  

We were delighted to welcome 
visitors to St Julian’s Well for five 
Quiet Garden days this year. As 
usual the garden was open for the 
first Thursday in the month from 
Easter to September for times of 
reflection and quiet. We welcomed 
people of all faiths or no faith. 

The day begins at 10.30 when 
we are led into silence by a 
different speaker who this year 
chose their own theme eg God 
in Creation. We stop for lunch at 
12.30 when there is plenty of chat 
over a picnic, and resume silence 
from 1.30 - 3.00. 

Last year the weather was 
kind to us. We never know who 
is going to arrive on our doorstep 
sometimes walking, sometimes 
by bicycle or by car. It is a really 
rewarding day.

This year the Annual meeting 
of Quiet Gardeners will be at 
Merseyside, we hope to get there 
to exchange ideas with other 
people - there are over 200 Quiet 
Gardens in the UK - and to hear 
the keynote speaker who is always 
inspiring.

Fun & games at SJs 
After School Club

Colin & Jill Tremellen
Quiet Garden

Helen Attenborough
Place of Peace Counselling

Curate’s Report

Continued on page 3
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Following on from the Alpha 
course two years ago, we 
decided a relaunch was timely. 
We endeavoured to involve as 
many church folk as possible in 
order to strengthen and develop 
relationships in the church. 

An evening course this time, 
still using the terrific alpha film 
series which proved very popular. 
It started on Friday evenings 
last September and lasted for ten 
weeks. 

We had the advantage of six 
months planning, preparation 
and promotion, leading to a 
core team of sixteen helpers 
-hosts, helpers, cake makers, 
food and drink servers, audio 
visual person, worship leader, 
setup and breakdown people and 
intercessors. We hosted over ten 
guests, resulting in new salvation 
for some, and faith building in 
others, with all of them exposed 
to the power and might of the holy 
spirit. 

What was particularly special 
was the Methodist church 
volunteering to be involved, 
which turned Alpha into more of a 
Peasedown initiative. 

David Winstanley, the 
Methodist church leader, hosted a 
small group and also led worship 
at the Holy Spirit day, held at 
Shoscombe village hall, which was 
a very successful event. 

An “end of Alpha” dinner was 

hosted by the Methodist church 
and St Johns people will be 
reciprocating by serving in various 
capacities at a new alpha being 
held on Wednesday evenings at 
the newly established Christian 
coffee house in Peasedown, 
launched by one of our Methodist 
brothers, Andy Day. 

An Alpha culture is now 
establishing roots in Peasedown 
and our hope is that it will 
continue to gather momentum 
over the coming months and 
years. 

A follow up course to Alpha, 
entitled “The Equipping Course” 
is starting an eight week series on 
1st February, 2019, at St. John’s. 
Again a strong core team have 
stepped forward, and many guests 
are participating. 

Our ongoing vision is to 
keep Alpha going consistently 
in Peasedown in the future, in 
probably new and adventurous 
ways in our ongoing obedience to 
Christ’s command in Mark 16:19.

Making  
Disciples at 
Alpha
Bob and Yvonne Grace
Alpha

“Go therefore 
and make 
disciples of 
all nations, 
baptising them 
in the name of 
the Father, and 
of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit

The annual has discovered that 
men from St John’s Church have 
been meeting once a month in 
the local pub to talk about life, the 
universe and everything, though 
not necessarily in that order.

 “It’s no secret,” says curate and 
regular Impact attendee Rev Tom 
Benyon, “Men have been meeting 
in pubs in North Somerset and the 
UK for centuries. So rather than 
sit in a draughty church building 
to talk about life, the universe 
and everything, we gather in the 
local pub like everyone else. The 
atmosphere is warm, and the lager 
is cold, so everyone’s happy.”

“We have been doing this for 2 
½ years now”, the youthful curate 
enthuses. “It’s a good opportunity 
to deepen friendships in an open 
and friendly atmosphere. We did 
meet at The Prince of Wales, when 
Gary looked after us wonderfully 
well, but now that the Prince of 
Wales closed we are back at the 
Red Post and very happy to be 
there.

 ‘It’s true – Impact is really 
having an impact!’ says regular 
member Jeffrey*, ‘Without Impact 
I would probably be addicted to 
Netflix, so at least it gets me out of 
the house…once a month.”

 “What do we do? It depends 
who is leading. If it’s me I like 

to steer the conversation onto a 
relevant topic, maybe based on the 
Sunday preach for example. I also 
have some discipleship cards that 
ask some quite tricky questions.’ 
The curate chuckles, ‘As men we 
are pretty good at posing and 
pretending everything is fine – 
and I include myself in this - but 
at Impact we really want men to 
be open and authentic with each 
other.’

 The curate  tells The Annual 
that he is moving on. “I really hope 
the men will continue to meet.” 
The curate looks a little misty 
eyed at this point and stares into 
his beer.  “Friendships have really 
deepened over the years and it 
would be a shame if this was to 
stop. I do think it requires a new 
team to take it on. Maybe combine 
some sessions with our Methodist 
brothers. They are also fond of the 
odd beer.’

*name changed to secure 
anonymity.

Men from church 
discovered talking 
and drinking in 
local pub!

Friends of  
St Julian
Colin Tremellen
Friends of St Julian

The Friend’s have had 
a successful year of 
fundraising and holding 
some wonderful events in 
the church, including the Art 
Exhibition celebrating Wellow 
artists, Apple Day and hosting 
the start and end of the Safari 
Supper. With the funds raised 
we are embarking on some 
essential maintenance on the 
west door, highlighted in the 
quinquennial report.

Tom Benyon
Meditation  
co-ordinator

‘For God alone my soul 
waits in silence’. Ps 62:1 
‘You keep him in perfect 
peace whose mind is 
stayed on you’. Is 26:3

 In our hyper digital, 24/7 
consumer culture it feels more 
important than ever before 
for us to learn how to be in 
silence and solitude.

To this end the St J’s Group 
run two monthly evenings 
in St Julian’s and St John’s 
to help people grow in this 
ancient practice.

One attendee says, ‘these 
times are like an oasis for me. 
In some ways we can be quite 
a ‘noisy’ church, and that is no 
bad thing, but these sessions 

really equip me for my own 
times of silence and prayer.  
In them I learn how to 
‘practice the presence of God’ 
and encounter him in the 
quiet. It’s been transformative. 
I have also learned how to 
meditate on Scripture.

Tom Benyon says, ‘of 
course, this is not going to 
be everyone’s cup of tea, 
but I would say that this is 
not just for the ‘introverts’ 
and ‘contemplatives’ - it is 
for the whole body. Silence 
and solitude is a key part of 
our discipleship, and these 
evenings are about helping us 
in this area.’

Oasis 
found  
in Wellow

Tom Benyon
Impact - Men’s ministry

“these times are like 
an oasis for me” 

Matthew continues as the Area 
Dean (formerly Rural Dean) 
with Lucy Barnes as the Lay 
Dean (formerly Lay Chair) of 
the Midsomer Norton Deanery 
of which the St J’s Group is 
a part. In March, a special 
Deanery Synod + took place 
in Peasedown St John, with 
Bishop Ruth coming to talk 
about the plans for Deaneries 
in the Diocese of Bath & Wells. 
The idea is for Deaneries to 
become more mission focussed 
and for parishes in the Deanery 
to work together to encourage 
and help one another as they 

seek to be “God’s people living 
and telling the story of Jesus”. In 
order to support this, parishes in 
the MSN Deanery are working 
together to produce a film which 
will highlight the different ways 
in which parishes are seeking to 
be mission focussed. This will 
help in the next stage which will 
be to produce a Deanery Plan.

Synod meetings were also 
held in Holcombe (June) and 
Timsbury (October).

Thanks to Julia Wyld (Wellow), 
Jo Vening (PSJ) and Catherine 
Aherne (PSJ) who also serve as 
Deanery Synod representatives.

Jane Street
Deanery Synod Representative PSJ and FwS

St J’s Group 
Deanery Synod Report
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because that is what they are. There are too many news articles out there 
opining the view that the church is at best an antiquated institution, 
at worst an irrelevance, but in these pages we glimpse something very 
different. Here there is hope. A hope grounded in the reality that all that 
we do - from helping at ‘little ones’ to lighting a Christingle, serving in the 
food bank to clearing the church guttering – contributes towards God’s 
own mission, to bring restoration and renewal to all people through Jesus.

As you can already tell I am not going to list ministries that go on across 
the benefice. The articles in this annual tell their own stories.

That said, it is worth mentioning a couple of things. Firstly, the 
reordering at St John’s. I think we can all agree that this has been a 
great success. Yes, the removal of the pews was going to be contentious 
– the sturdy pew has always been an object of affection throughout 
Christendom - but with them gone the space is transformed, and St John’s 
can now host a whole range of church activities throughout the week 
easily, as well as create varied and intimate worship spaces. Undertaking 
the reordering of any church building is quite a feat and those involved 
in the one at St John’s should be congratulated for their tenacity and 
patience!  There are further plans afoot as the Buildings’ Committee look 
to the next stage of reordering, which will involve improving kitchen 
facilities and adding a toilet. Likewise, the PCC in Wellow are working 
hard on plans to improve facilities in St. Julian’s.

It has been good to have events that have brought all the church 
families together , like of the ‘church weekend at home’, featuring Dr 
Stephen Backhouse as well as the more regular joint services. To my 
mind, these have been an excellent addition to our calendar, fostering a 
greater sense of unity across the benefice.

As I write this, our much-loved Rector Matthew is recuperating from an 
operation that took place at the beginning of 2019. It is a testimony to his 
meticulous planning and organisation that the benefice has run efficiently 
without him. But there is more to say here - the St J’s Group is not a 
machine, however well-oiled it might be, but made up of a whole range of 
gifted, faithful  and generous people who have given so much of their time 
and energy to serve the churches and wider communities in a whole range 
of ways, many of which do not feature within these pages, but are no less 
significant in God’s economy. On behalf of Matthew and Jane and the 
churchwardens, please accept our heartfelt appreciation for all you have 
done over this year.

On a personal note, as my curacy ends and we move to Stoke Gifford 
and I take up an Associate Vicar post at St Michael’s, can I say a huge 
thank you to you all for welcoming us into your lives over the past 
four years. We have loved living and learning amongst you and are 
enormously grateful for your warmth, generosity of spirit and love. 
During one of my first meetings with Matthew, he was adamant that ‘we 
are here for you, not the other way round. The St J’s Group is here to help 
and support your training in whatever way we can.’ It sounded nice, but 
a part of me thought it was just a line churches have to say to curates. 
Believe me, it’s a rare thing for a curate to hear that from their training 
incumbent! Looking back on the four years I realise that it was not just 
a line but a genuine statement of fact that typifies Matthew’s approach to 
all ministry and leadership. So, Matthew, thank you for ‘being Matthew’, 
Jane, thank you for all your many acts of kindness to us and, finally, 
thank you St John’s, Wellow, Shoscombe with Foxcote.  
We will not forget you. 

Rev T Benyon

Foodbank busier than ever

This year has seen a 20% 
increase in demand on the 
service but we have been able 
to keep up with that through 
the generous donations of local 
churches, the people shopping 
in Tesco, schools and businesses 
holding special events. In total 
this year we have collected 19.9 
tonnes of food, an even more 
staggering amount than the 
previous year, which means the 
warehouse is almost full. The 
warehouse team have had to 
work extremely hard this year, 

especially during December due to 
the fantastic amount of donations 
and some excellent collection days 
at the annual collection in Tesco. 
During the year however, it was 
very different and we thought 
we were going to run out of food 
due to giving out more food every 
month than we took in! We gave 
out 17.4 tonnes and we have feed 
2040 people between January and 
December of this year. 

There are still no particular 
patterns to the demand and it does 
vary from week to week and centre 
to centre. The centre managers 
and warehouse team continue 
to keep the system working and 
make sure there is normally 
enough food in the right places 
at the right time. The greater 

demand came when we made a 
great effort to ensure that families 
entitled to ‘free school meals’ were 
able to get food vouchers for the 
holidays. People’s circumstances 
were not helped by the roll out of 
Universal Credit, which means 
they have to wait 4 or 5 weeks 
before benefits are paid.

This year we opened another 
distribution centre in Paulton 
because there were a large number 
of clients with that postal address. 
We were able to train a small team 
for that centre and after a slow 
beginning clients are beginning 
to go there for their food rather 
than the other centres. There are 
several more people wanting to 
train as volunteers and this will 
happen early 2019.

Another new initiative is 
reporting regularly to the deanery 
synod and encouraging them to 
get actively support the Foodbank 
which is a deanery project. We 
have seen more support.

We also continue to work closely 
with the agencies giving out the 
vouchers so that the needs of 
people can be met. We still have 
over 80 agencies who can issue 
vouchers. More and more schools 
are now holding vouchers.

This year we had another 
quality assurance visit from 
the Regional Officer of the 
Trussell Trust and thankfully the 
Foodbank remains on a very good 
footing. We had acted on all the 
recommendations from the last 
visit. This time, there were some 

minor issues to resolve but they 
are in hand. The main issue is 
to put in place a succession plan 
for when key members of the 
organisation decide to retire from 
the Foodbank.

I have applied for several 
grants and this year we were 
successful in getting £3,500 
towards the general running 
costs. We have now funding for 
the next two years.

Thanks to the dedication of 
the 70+ volunteers the Foodbank 
continues to serve the needs 
of the area and whilst we wish 
there wasn’t a need for the 
Foodbank we recognise we will 
be here for a few more years yet!

Paul Woodward
Project Co-Ordinator 
Somer Valley Foodbank

Namings, 
Baptisms, 
Weddings and 
Funerals
This year we have once 
again had the privilege 
of coming alongside 
many individuals and 
families at significant 
moments in their life. 
Specifically, across the 
St Js Group we have 
taken:

8  Dedications 
or services of 
thanksgiving for 
the birth of a child

1  Baptisms or 
renewal  
of vows

11  Weddings and 
Blessings

16 Funerals

Rob Doble  
& Claire Carr
Worship Pastors

It’s amazing to think that it’s only 
been a year since Claire and I were 
handed the baton from Jerry. So 
much seems to have happened 
in that time and we’ve had some 
amazing times of worship.

There are many highlights but 
here are a few that really stand out 
to us:

The Church at Home weekend 
that was run by Stephen 
Backhouse. This was held during 
the first few weeks in our roles and 
it was fantastic to see people step 
forward to lead or support the four 
worship slots needed.

Prayer & Praise, our monthly 
Monday worship night, continues 
to see God moving in powerful 
ways. It’s an evening which has no 
structure, where we let the Holy 
Spirit just lead the way and see 
where it all goes.

The Carol service was a very 
special event and it was lovely to 
have so many people involved - 
with a string and brass section, 
keyboards, Eli Benyon on the 
cajon plus our beautiful sounding 
choir made up of volunteers. There 
were children involved in readings 
and there was a special ‘Once 
in Royal David’s city’ solo from 
Isabella Carney. 

The worship continues to go 
from strength to strength, in both 
Sunday services and we have 

had some amazing Spirit-filled 
moments in the morning and 
afternoon. I’d like to thank all the 
morning team for playing without 
Claire or I having to be involved 
that much - thanks Kim Cottle, 
David Cox, Cath Downing, Bob & 
Yvonne Grace and David & Elaine 
Williams.

The Worship team has also been 
busy at other events including 
Alpha and Inside Out. It has been 
lovely to see Claire and Cath really 
step into their calling through 
Inside Out and I hear nothing but 
praise for them both. 

We continue to support the 
Filling Station and Claire & I have 
continued to do this with Ruth 
Reeve and Mary & Keith Warren. 

We’ve had new members join us 
- Lucy Messer, Sarah Bubyer, Eli 
Benyon - and some members leave 
or take a break. 

A big thank you to Keith & 
Mary Warren, Bob and Yvonne 
Grace, Ruth Reeve and Nic 
Meadows for all the time and 
support you’ve given us.

We are constantly looking to 
move the worship forward and 
have a planned introduction of 
new songs at Soul Food, along 
with training sessions, singing 
workshops plus other exciting 
things. There is also an extended 
worship event planned - watch out 
for more information.

Finally, I’d like to thank you 
all for supporting Claire and I as 
we’ve grown into this role and for 
encouraging us.

Can’t stop singingContinued from page 1
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Secretary report
 Jo Vening 

- PCC Secretary

There have been three PCC 
meetings during the year, one 
was cancelled due to adverse 
weather.  There were also three 
PCC Vision Planning meetings 
held during 2018. The main 
topics of discussion were:
• Vision planning
•  The future of the Peasedown 

Youth Centre
•  Sale of pews, work to the 

church floor and purchase of 
new chairs

•  St John’s contribution to the 
Midsomer Norton Deanery five 
minute film

It has been a busy year with 
Richard seeing through the work 
in the Church to remove the pews 
and carpets, refurbish the floors 
and purchase the new chairs, 
which I hope everyone is finding 
comfortable to sit on as well as 
offering us the flexibility of different 
set ups for different types of 
meetings. Richard is continuing 
with plans for further changes in the 
church to make it more user friendly 
for the groups that are increasingly 
using the building. This includes 
the provision of a toilet, upgrading 
the servery area and more. It may 
be possible to do some of this work 
without a faculty and therefore 
more quickly, but other plans for 
the church building will need to be 
approved by the Diocese and will 
take longer

Joy’s main task has been 
engaging with B&NES Council with 

regard to the future of the Youth 
Hub which currently accommodates 
our Soul Food service, providing 
far better accommodation for the 
children’s work than we can do at St 
John’s. The building is being offered 
on a Community Asset Transfer at 
a peppercorn rent as long as Youth 
Work for the village continues to be 
provided. There is a working party 
in place with representation from 
St John’s Church, the Methodist 
Church and the wider community. 
Negotiations are progressing and 
a business plan has been prepared 
to run the building as a community 
centre for the whole village. We 
are excited to think that the Youth 
Work could be ready to start in late 
Spring, although the building may 
take longer. More news on progress 
will be available during the spring/
early summer of 2019.

1. Appointment of the Clerk  
to the Meeting 
Jo Vening was appointed as Clerk 
to the Vestry Meeting and the 
APCM

2. Minutes of last year’s meeting 
The minutes of last year’s meeting 
were agreed and signed.

3. Nominations and elections of 
Parish Wardens for 2018/2019 
Matthew expressed his thanks to 
Joy Fraser and Richard Elsip for 
their hard work over the past year. 
Richard has done three years and 
Joy, who has completed six years 
in the past has now completed the 

first year of her new term. Richard 
Elsip is happy to do a fourth year 
and has been nominated by Steve 
Schuster and seconded by Jane 
Newland; Joy Fraser is nominated 
by Heather Morgan and seconded 
by David Williams. The Church 
Wardens are the vicar’s critical 
friends. Leadership can be a very 
lonely place and so they provide 
support. Richard and Joy were 
elected unanimously as Church 
Wardens.

4. Date of Next Meeting –  
Sunday, 7 April 2019

Peasedown St John Reports...

Electoral Roll 
Report
This year there is a new electoral 
roll. The report is unavailable for this 
publication but will be made available 
at the APCM

1. Members of the PCC present 
were: Matthew Street, Nigel 
Vening, Richard Elsip, Jane 
Street, Jo Vening, Joy Fraser, Tom 
Morgan, Elaine Williams, David 
Williams and Catherine Aherne.

2. Minutes of last year’s meeting 
The minutes of last year’s meeting 
were agreed and signed.

3. The Finance Report & Approval of 
Accounts including Questions 
The numbers in the APCM booklet 
are incorrect so please see the 
service sheet for the correct 
amounts. It is wonderful that we are 
carrying forward a sum of £35,000 
to 2018. Matthew thanked Jane for 
all her hard work in being Treasurer 
and in keeping the books. He 
also thanked Dick Beath for his 
work as Auditor. In April Claire 
Carr is starting as Book Keeper. 
There were no questions on the 
accounts. It was noted that since 
the PCC meeting was cancelled 
due to snow the accounts were 
approved for presentation by 
email. Rich Miles proposed that we 

accept the accounts and this was 
seconded by Alan Dolman. They 
were approved unanimously.

4. Questions about other Reports 
There were no questions on the 
reports.

5. Elections for Two Representatives 
to the PCC 
Matthew expressed his thanks 
to all who serve on PCC. There 
are four spaces to fill – Heather, 
Steve, David and Elaine have 
all completed a three year term. 
Heather is standing again and 
is proposed by Katie Chapman, 
seconded by Joy Fraser. Richard 
Downing is standing and is 
proposed by Bob Grace, seconded 
by Richard Elsip. Nico Webb is 
standing and is proposed by 
Steve Schuster, seconded by Rob 
Bubyer. Kathy Mitchell is standing 
and is proposed by Sarah Carney, 
seconded by Heather Morgan. 
These four were duly elected to 
the PCC.

6. Date of Next Meeting – Sunday,  
7 April 2019

Minutes of the Annual  
Parochial Church meeting

 St John’s Church, Sunday 18th March 2018 during the 10.30am Service

Minutes of the vestry meeting
 St John’s Church, Sunday 18th March 2018 during the 10.30am Service

From the Churchwardens...
 Joy Fraser and Richard Elsip

these. As a committee, our giving 
‘budget’ in one calendar year is 
based on one tenth of giving into 
the church coffers the previous 
calendar year. The second and 
subordinate activity is to plan the 
program for Mission Sunday, in 
early October each year, when 
the church family is able to hear 
from some of those that we are 
contributing to financially in that 
year.

 The committee, Peter Morgan 
is chair, supported by Jane Street, 
Jo Vening, Cathy Mitchell and 
Kim Cottle, seek to have local, 
national and international people/

Mission and Outreach headline

Christians Against Poverty (CAP) – Combe Down £2,000  

Flame International £2,000  

Bibles for Children £400

Tutela Africa £2,000  

Somer Valley Food Bank £600

Midsomer Norton Street Pastors £1,000  

SAT 7 £2,000

Pattern Church, Swindon £2,000

Total                                                              £12,000

Peter Morgan
Chairman

The Mission Outreach 
committee has two main 
activities, connected but subtly 
different. The primary focus is 
to oversee the ‘mission giving’ 
of the St John’s church family 
on behalf of the PCC. This is so 
that we are concentrating on 
good solid Christian-principled 
projects outside of ourselves, 
and channel resources (both 
time and money) into some of 

organisations that we support, and 
for some of those organisations 
we contribute to, we have built 
up a strong relationship over the 
years. It was one long standing 
‘friend’ and one newly supported 
organisation that we heard from 
on Mission Sunday in the autumn 
in 2018; Jan Ransome of Flame 
International, and Rachel Fadipe 
of SAT 7.

Those that we supported in 
2018 are listed right, although we 
are open to other suggestions (so 
contact one or other of us!!)
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Statement of Financial Activities for the year ended 31st December 2018

Financial Reports

Unrestricted
Funds £s

Restricted 
Funds £s

Total 2018
£s

Total 2017
£s

Planned giving under Gift Aid 77506 3165 80671 68236

Donations/Collections not under gift aid 26303 20065 46368 47365

Loose collections at 10.30 & Soul Food 2559 0 2559 4311

Gift Aid 22993 755 23748 32588

Events Income 3879 0 3879 253

Fees in from Weddings/Funerals etc 4771 0 4771 1141

Church Hall Income 3835 0 3835 3251

Children’s Clubs Income 15842 0 15842 16570

Inside Out Income 0 0 0 86

Marriage Preparation Income 175 0 175 75

Refund of PCC Expenditure 21835 0 21835 23191

‘Place of Peace’ Income 1550 0 1550 1080

Food Bank Income 0 17346 17346 10430

Toy Library Income 3822 0 3822 2365

Movement Income 0 16984 16984 16790

The Hive Income 0 9050 9050 0

Income from 27 Laxton Way 13200 0 13200 13200

Other interest and dividends 334 0 334 131

TOTAL INCOME 198603 67364 265967 241061

St John’s Peasedown
Income
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Unrestricted
Funds £s

Restricted 
Funds £s

Total 2018
£s

Total 2017
£s

Missionary Giving and Grants 12128 0 12128 10148

Parish Share 42041 0 42041 36557

Staff Salaries 49383 0 49383 37172

Vicar and Staff Expenses 1700 0 1700 1966

Admin/Office Expenses/Printing Costs 5777 0 5777 5291

Fees out from Weddings/Funerals etc 2909 0 2909 291

Soul Food Costs plus hire of Youth Centre 3335 0 3335 4333

10.30 Service Costs 1553 0 1553 1063

Costs for running Alpha Course 518 0 518 112

Costs for running Children Clubs 15744 0 15744 8512

Youth and Soul Survivor Costs 1414 0 1414 6794

Inside Out Costs 270 0 270 460

Costs for other events 1257 0 1257 472

Outreach and Community Pastor Expenditure 15 0 15 33

SJ’s Peasedown Outgoings 0 0 0 33

Toy Library Expenses 6999 0 6999 4784

Place of Peace’ Expenses 1693 1527 3220 5885

Buildings and Grounds 10285 30922 41207 4348

Church Hall Utilities and Cleaner 2283 0 2283 2344

Gardening and Graveyard 725 0 725 1080

Laxton Way Expenses 3652 0 3652 1280

Vicarage Expenses 97 0 97 97

Utilities (Heat, Light and Water) 2974 0 2974 2826

Broadband and Telephone 1304 0 1304 1251

Insurance Costs 1709 0 1709 1148

Foodbank Costs 0 10467 10467 9437

Movement Costs 0 14954 14954 21226

The Hive Costs 0 2655 2655 0

Expenditure to be refunded 9057 0 9057 4858

Training 3335 0 3335 3439

Fundraising event costs 0 0 0 129

Miscellaneous 6345 14594 20939 32692

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 188501 75120 263621 210061

NET INCOME 10102 (7756) 2346 31000

St John’s Peasedown
Expenditure
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Unrestricted
Funds £s

Restricted 
Funds £s

Total 2018
£s

Total 2017
£s

Planned giving under gift aid 6670 0 6670 7130

Planned giving non gift aid 1263 165 1428 960

Donations/collections not under gift aid 4035 500 4535 6494

Wall box 181 0 181 297

Sundry donations 0 0 0 172

Special collections 365 0 365 333

Legacies 0 0 0 30000

Gift Aid 2804 0 2804 4163

Events income 600 0 600 900

Fees in from Weddings/Funerals etc 6921 0 6921 4548

Friends of St Julian's Wellow 0 2488 2488 583

Newsletter 100 0 100 270

Other income 634 0 634 1231

Other interest and dividends 84 1855 1939 1473

TOTAL INCOME 23657 5008 28665 58554

St Julian’s Wellow
Income Expenditure

Unrestricted
Funds £s

Restricted 
Funds £s

Total 2018
£s

Total 2017
£s

Missionary giving and grants 1970 0 1970 2264

Parish share 8193 0 8193 9104

Staff salaries and expenses 3797 0 3797 2966

Fees out from funerals and weddings 1385 0 1385 1128

Sunday worship costs 1930 0 1930 4311

Parish newsletter 290 0 290 270

Building and grounds 4238 0 4238 2477

Utilities 2730 0 2730 3031

Insurance 1992 0 1992 1882

Miscellaneous 891 0 891 772

Friends of St Julian's Wellow 0 265 265 1513

Admin costs 392 0 392 402

Other 1221 0 1221 1360

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 29029 265 29294 31479

NET INCOME (5372) 4743 (629) 27075

Unrestricted
Funds £s

Restricted 
Funds £s

Total 2018
£s

Total 2017
£s

Fees in from Weddings/Funerals etc 360 0 360 1054

Fund Raising 262 0 262 1469

Giving 5074 0 5074 9719

Interest Income 45 0 45 33

Investment Income 355 0 355 348

Other Income 100 0 100 0

Friends of Foxcote Church 0 2480 2480 1558

TOTAL INCOME 6197 2480 8677 14181

Foxcote with Shoscombe
Income Expenditure

Unrestricted
Funds £s

Restricted 
Funds £s

Total 2018
£s

Total 2017
£s

Buildings and Grounds 38 0 38 1358

Charitable giving 50 0 50 180

Fees out from Weddings/Funerals etc 0 0 0 317

Insurance 828 0 828 771

Parish Newsletter 100 0 100 100

Other Expenses 25 0 25 25

Parish Share 3332 0 3332 3702

Friends of Foxcote Church expenses 0 320 320 2758

St J’s Group shared expenses 3435 0 3435 3489

Utilities 1568 0 1568 1199

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 11141 320 9697 13899

NET INCOME (4944) 2160 (1020) 282
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For those of you who don’t yet 
know what Movement is all about 
then please let me take a moment 
to share with you. 

Across the South West and 
beyond there are hundreds of 
churches with small handfuls of 
young people scattered between 
them.

Our vision is to establish 
regular gatherings, bringing 
these groups of young people 
together to meet with God in a 
dynamic environment with high 
energy contemporary worship 
accompanied by quality Christian 
teaching that is practical, relevant 
and useful.

Our heart is to engage, equip 
and empower youth & young 
adults to be all that God has 
called them to be. Releasing 

this generation to build the 
kingdom in their own Churches & 
communities. 

After another fantastic year 
in 2017/18 we have continued 
to develop Movement Worship 
Nights here at St Johns, St Mary’s, 
Wedmore, St Pauls, Chippenham 
and at a new location Christ 
Church, Clevedon. We have seen 
young people attend from all over 
Somerset & North Wiltshire. In 
December 2018 Dr John Davies, 
Dean of Wells Cathedral invited 
us to hold a worship night in the 
Cathedral which was attended by 
500 people. 

As Movement has continued 
to grow there has been a need to 
look at expanding our team to 
help with the pressure of the day 
to day running of things. So I’m 

excited to share with you that we 
have created a new Central Team 
for Movement made up of Helena 
Midgley (Media), Matt Orr (Prayer 
& Resources), Rhiannon Howe 
(Worship) & Simon Nothard 
(Operations) who are all giving up 
a day a week as a part of our New 
discipleship year program or as a 
volunteer. I am also thankful for 
all our other talented volunteers 
that God has brought together to 
make each Movement gathering 
happen and to St John’s for its 
continuing support. 

As we move in to 2019 I am 
excited to see where God wants 
Movement to go next.

Find out more at...
www.wearemovement.net

Movement 
continues to 
grow
Revd. Rich Miles
Director of Movement 

Wellow bells ring out

The joyous sound of church 
bells rippling across the British 
countryside is a magical and 
timeless treat. The Wellow 
bells call people to prayer and 
urge everyone to stop and 
savour the moment. They ring 
out to celebrate weddings, 
to commemorate the end of 
earthly lives and can be used 
for a warning and to mark 
major national events.

Between 1914 and 1918, 
fourteen hundred ringers lost 
their lives and across Great 
Britain in 2018 the ringing 
community were urged to 
recruit and train that number 
of ringers. In Wellow we did 
our bit, recruiting a 14 year old 

lad to peaceful service and 
he formed part of the band 
ringing on Remembrance 
Sunday. We now have four 
other learners and more are 
welcome.

For Sunday ringing it is not 
an essential to attend the 
service or even be a regular 
churchgoer though many have 
become involved with the 
church and part of the church 
family as a result.

Ringing offer lifelong 
learning and the deep reward 
of giving and receiving by 
working in a team where 
we can show God’s love 
by valuing everyone’s 
contribution.

Clover Holland
Tower Captain 

This women’s group was 
started just a few years ago. 
It has developed into a solid 
church ministry for women to 
attend monthly. We continue 
to gather once a month mostly 
in the church hall but we do 
have socials in the footprint of 
Wellow and Shoscombe! Since 
August 2018 we have developed 
a series of events called Arise 
and Shine. We are very excited 
by the positive response of these 
gatherings!

We alternate these meetings 
with a vision to developing 
a deeper Christian faith and 
social/fellowship/creative 
activities. In so doing, it 
gives the committee more 
opportunities to use their talents 
and gifts but it does mean 
greater work in being creative! 
We are serving in a much wider 
way and everyone has been 
blessed by the wisdom shared 

from the variety of invited 
speakers.

 Our prayer time is growing 
much longer and at our last 
meeting, we organised a prayer 
team of 5, who were ready to 
pray for any need. The most 
popular evenings have been, 
”Building a business from 
home” and an evening with 
a experienced panel who 
encouraged women in Prophetic 
Ministry! At Christmas we had 
a fun-filled party and joined into 
a collection of a much-needed 
garment of clothing for village 
women in Africa and we were 
successful in surpassing our 
target! 

Inside Out: Arise & Shine is 
building friendship, leadership 
and support. It is for women of 
all ages who come to share, to 
serve to encourage and have fun 
with God at the centre!

Movement worship 
night at Wells 
Cathedral which 
was attended by 
500 people.

Yvonne Grace 
Co-ordinator Women’s Ministry

Women! Arise & Shine
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1. Minutes of the meeting held on 
Sunday 2nd April were approved

2. The Finance Report & Approval 
of Accounts including Questions 
Express thanks to Jane Street 
(Treasurer and Book Keeper) 
and Dick Beath Auditor. Accts 
approved for presentation by 
the PCC at their Meeting on 
Wednesday 24th January 2018

3. Questions about other Reports 
Tom thanked those who have 
written reports: Bob, Carole and 
Wendy In response to a question 
from Carole on behalf of the 
Friends, Jane said she would be 
attending the Friends AGM on 
April 4th to answer any questions 
the Friends may have about the 
Friends Restricted Fund in the PCC 
accounts.

4. Election for ONE Representative 
to the PCC for a 3 Year Term 
serving until 2021. Tom reminded 
us that we currently have a PCC 
of 3 Members made up of Carole, 
Sue and Christine. Tom thanked 
these three for all that they have 
done over the last year. He also 
thanked Wendy, who was co-opted 
onto PCC last year, for taking on 
the role of PCC Secretary and for 
standing for PCC this year. Wendy 
is proposed by Jane Street and 
seconded by Carole Stevenson. 
Wendy is therefore duly elected for 
a three year term until 2021.

5. Election for ONE Representative 
to the Deanery Synod for a 3 Year 
Term serving until 2020. Tom 
reminded everyone that a new 
synod is elected every three years. 
The current synod runs from 2017 

to 2020. Tom thanked Jane for 
serving Foxcote with Shoscombe 
over the last year as their Deanery 
Synod representative in a co-
opted capacity. Jane has been 
nominated by Carole Stevenson 
and seconded by Margaret 
Coles to be the Deanery Synod 
Representative for the remaining 
two years of this Synod. Jane is 
therefore duly elected for a two 
year term until 2020.

6. Date of the next Meeting 
Sunday 7th April 2019 (5th Sunday 
of Lent)

Foxcote & Shoscombe Reports...

Electoral Roll Report
This year there is a new electoral roll. The report is unavailable for this 
publication but will be made available at the APCM.

1. Appointment of Wendy Gower as 
Clerk to both Vestry Meeting and 
APCM.

2. Minutes of last year’s meeting 
held on Sunday April 2nd were 
approved. Tom thanked Bob and 
Margaret for yet another year in 
office. The good news is that both 
Bob and Margaret have agreed to 
stand for a further year.

3. Nominations and elections of 
Parish Wardens for 2018/2019

4. Bob is proposed by Hazel 
Jones and seconded by Carole 
Stevenson. Margaret is proposed 
by Christine Ross and Seconded 
by Hazel Jones

5. Date of the next Meeting: Sunday 
7th April 2019 (5th Sunday of Lent)

Secretary report
 Wendy Gower  

- PCC Secretary

There have been four PCC 
meetings during the year. The 
main topics of discussion were :
• brainstorming on how to 

encourage regular giving 
within the community

• continued work of the Friends 
of St James the Less Foxcote 
in raising both money and 
Church profile.

• installation of a new toilet at 
St James the Less Foxcote.

• shared service on the 2nd 
Sunday of the month ( during 
Winter months ) with St 
Julian’s Wellow , to be held at 
Foxcote.

• regular updates from 
Shoscombe school and from 
within the diocese

From the 
Churchwardens

 Bob Goode - Churchwarden

Services have been held regularly 
throughout the year at Shoscombe 
and Foxcote, with an average 
attendance of nine at ‘ordinary 
services’. Special combined services 
with Wellow and the St Js Group 
have been well supported, as have 
harvest and carol services. Such was 
the number of parents and children 
from the school at the St Lucia carol 
service that special considerations 
of seating arrangements will need to 
be made.

Application for a faculty to the 
Diocese for permission to build a 
vamp at Foxcote has been delayed. 
The complexity and multiplicity 
of forms has guided me in the 
direction of seeking advice of our 
Quinquennial architect. The five-
year inspection is due in October. I 
am grateful for Stephen Clews for 
his preliminary work on the project, 
which I am sure will be valuable.

We have concerns about the 
condition of trees in the churchyard, 
especially those bordering the road. 
Quotes for remedial work are being 
obtained.

Grateful thanks are due to the 
Friends of Foxcote Church for their 
hard work and support, and to Jane 
who continues as treasurer to both 
Friends and PCC.

We look forward to seeing 
Matthew back at the helm and wish 
Tom and his family well in the future. 

Minutes of the Annual  
Parochial Church meeting

 Shoscombe School Chapel, Sunday, 25th March 2018 at 11.15am

Minutes of the vestry meeting
 Shoscombe School Chapel, Sunday 25th March 2018 at 11.15am

Catherine Aherne, 
Peasedown St. John Meditation Group 

The sound of silence

Life can be hectic, so much to 
do and never enough time – 
sound familiar?

Meditation offers us the 
opportunity to sit down, in 
stillness and silence, in order 
to focus our attention on God: 
“Speak, Lord, for your servant is 
listening” 1 Samuel 3:9.

Using the model of the World 
Community for Christian 
Meditation, our sessions begin 
with prayers, readings, poetry, 
etc., before spending time 

drawing closer to the Lord in 
silent contemplation. In this 
sacred space, we can be free to 
set aside the distractions of daily 
life and enjoy simply being in 
God’s presence.

The PSJ Meditation Group 
meets once a month, from 
8-9pm on Friday evening. 
Everyone is very welcome 
to join us and find out more; 
sitting cross-legged on the floor 
is optional!

St Julian’s, Wellow and Shoscombe schools have 
participated in some memorable times of worship 
this year. These church assemblies take place on a 
Tuesday afternoon and are an important part of St 
John’s ministry in our communities. Over the years 
we have fostered some really good links with the 
schools. We work closely with the RE lead in the 
schools, ensuring that what we do is congruent with 
what the children are learning in the classroom.

 ‘We are learning that there are all sorts of ways 
to worship God during these times’, says Zac, a year 
3 student from St Julian’s. It’s not all singing songs 
and listening to teachers speak. There is lots of 
participation. We sometimes write our own prayers 
or take part in dramas’. 

 ‘I especially like Rob’s quizzes’, a wide-eyed 
Oscar chips in. 

 The Chair of Governors says, ‘I am delighted 
that there are such good links between the St J’s 
Group churches and our two wonderful village 
schools. The weekly assemblies are enriching for 
the children, of course, but we must not forget other 
excellent links that are fostered throughout the 
church year, from Nativity and Christingle services 
to Mother’s Day and Harvest services. We also 
have a terrific team coming in to deliver ‘Open the 
Book’ in St Julian’s.   These are significant events 
that draw our schools and their wider communities 
together, and we are grateful to the St J’s Group for 
facilitating this’.

St J’s Group plays a part in helping 
village schools flourish!
Tom Benyon 
Schools Assemblies Ministry 

 ‘My favourite is Scruffy the puppet’, 
says Rosie, ‘he’s really naughty, but we 
also learn things from him as well.’

Contact Catherine Aherne Tel: 07910 050531 
Email: catherine.aherne25@gmail.com
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Children
Sarah Carney
Little ones

Our club continues to be a nurturing, caring and fun place to attend. We had some changes over the summer holiday. When Liam Adam left us to work in IT, we appointed two new play workers Gillian Barton and Sam Monks, who joined the team in September 2018. Both have many years’ experience of working with kids and have been great additions to the club.
With more staff on board we have been able to offer greater variety of activities within each session, both inside and outdoor. Through out the course of the year 

the kids celebrated 
different national 
and international 

events as well as 
having a Christian 

theme that surrounds the activities they do, a couple of examples have been ‘loved’ and ‘creation’. 
We took our first reception pupils on in September, and this has gone really well as they have settled brilliantly in to the routine of the club. Through out the year we have said goodbye to some kids when home circumstances changed and welcomed new kids regularly to the group. We’ve looked after between 15 to 20 kids this past year on a Tuesday and Wednesday from school till 5.45pm, during term time.

One of the highlights this year was our outdoor session, where we created natural art inspired by Andy Goldworthy, 

The kids also had 
the opportunity to learn how to make a fire spark and we toasted giant marshmallows around the fire. To enhance our outdoor space we hope to add a wooden raised bed seating area over the course of the next year and get some more sports equipment. 
We really celebrate the fact that the kids feel so confident at the club and that we are able to offer such a wonderful range of things for them to do. We continue to have a small tea time, where the kids sit to share a meal and the ‘handy helpers’ set the table, serve and help with washing the dishes, everyone in the group takes their turn. It’s all about community.

Going into our second year 

of Little ones we feel positive 

about the impact the groups 

have had in supporting 

families in our immediate 

and wider community. With 

carefully planned and creative 

weekly play sessions and a 

welcoming social space we 

have many families who 

are now regular attendees. 

Through this growth we 

have seen strong friendships, 

support and a sense of real 

depth of community as a 

network has developed.  We 

encourage all our parents and 

carers to make return visits 

and get involved.

Our Thursday group 

continues to be a small and 

very precious group for 

mothers (sometimes dads too) 

and their new babies up to nine 

months. We love to celebrate 

new life and support parents 

with the ups and downs, joys 

and challenges of looking after 

a new baby. We give a hand 

knitted set of hat and booties 

to each new parent along with 

words of encouragement and 

offer ‘meals to bless’ if needed. 

Throughout the other three 

busier sessions in the week 

we share our Christian faith, 

through singing, dancing, 

stories, crafts and activities. 

Four times a year we have 

special celebration events 

for the little ones and their 

carers. (Autumn Light party, 

Christmas party, Easter 

Celebration and End of the 

year celebration and farewell) . 

We enjoyed hearing about baby 

Jesus when scruffy the puppet 

visited at Christmas and we 

gifted each school starter with 

a beautiful Children’s Bible 

and said a special prayer for 

them as they moved on at 

the end of year. Every child 

receives a new story book for 

their birthday and we love to 

celebrate each child in our 

circle time in this way.
We loved putting on a Royal 

Wedding party in May and 

held a stand at Party in the 

Park, offering free play space, 

cake and face painting.
We held our first Little Ones 

Christmas market this year, 

which was a great outreach 

to our community. All stall 

holders live in the village and 

are mostly parents themselves. 

We offered people the 
opportunity to shop local and 

support small businesses as 

well as the work of Little Ones.

We are supported by a team 

of very dedicated volunteers, 

who bake cakes, make teas and 

coffees and help with all the 

clearing up. They are all very 

much valued and appreciated! 

They all have such servant 

hearts and work hard to offer 

everyone who comes to our 

groups encouragement and 

support. We hope to create a 

greater culture of prayer and 

deeper understanding of what 

it is to have a faith this year as 

we help helping families to feel 

better equipped and supported 

in their roles as parents. 
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SOUL KIDS
Rob Bubyer
Children’s Pastor

Our average weekly 
attendance of children is 
around 20 children each week 
between the ages of 0-11. Its 
great to have many children 
and families attending Soul 
Food. We want to continue 
with our vision based on 
Proverbs 22:6 that says; “Train 
up a child in the way he should 
go, and when he is old he will 
not depart from it”. Our vision 
as a Children’s Ministry is 
to partner with parents to 
raise Children to be Ready, 
Equipped and Willing for all 
that God has called them to be 

and do (CREW). 
It was sad to say farewell 

to Liam Adam who has been 
working with us over the last 
couple of years and I know many 
of the children miss his energy 
and bounciness. In September 
we had to merge Key Stage 1 and 
2 together into a single group 
with not having enough leaders 
to run two groups. This has been 
challenging trying to teach to 
such a wide age range from 5 
to 11. Please do pray for more 
leaders who could lead a session 
to either group (5-8 and 8-11s). 

Also from January 2019, we 
employed Kathy Mitchell to 
oversee Joseph’s Crew after 
Sarah Carney stepped down 
after doing it for so many years. 
My thanks goes to Sarah for all 
she has done for our pre-school 

ministry. Kathy comes 
with a wealth of 
experience and love for 
our pre-schoolers and I 
know will do a great job 
in the year to come. 

I am also excited by 
us trying a new show 
and tell at the start of 
Soul Food on the first Sunday of 
the month where we get to show 
what the children have been 
learning about in their Crews. 
Plus on the third Sundays, to 
experience communion together 
as family has been lovely. 

Rob wants to say a very BIG 
thank you to all our volunteers 
in Joseph’s, Ruth’s and Peter’s 
Crew each Sunday who not 
just look after our children but 
minister the good news each 
week.

The church continues to be central to the village and 
much used. 2018 has been a bumper year for weddings. 
Not surprisingly as our church is so beautiful we have 
had 8 weddings and  car parking in the field has been 
well used.

We have enjoyed the Year’s sermon series of “You 
are my witnesses” and learned much from the many 
different preachers we were privileged to hear. We have 
again been blessed by having Tom to support Matthew 
with our services and in our Readers, Dick and Jo. This 
year’s theme of Pilgrimage is proving interesting.

Our main hope was to have made strides towards 
achieving the new loo and kitchenette we so badly need, 
but the external frustrations continue and progress 
is slow. Every difficulty seems to be put in our way. 
For instance we are being asked to prove the date the 
tower was built, but records do not exist. However, Jane 
Rees is doing a splendid job trying to keep up forward 
momentum. Investigations into its construction should 
happen soon.

The church has been used for a number of events 
which worked well. In June it was turned into an art 
gallery to celebrate Wellow art with a fine display of work 
by members of the village. We again hosted the Autumn 
Fayre and were the base for the Horticultural Society’s 

Apple Day. We had a wonderful display of Christmas 
trees over Advent provided by no less than 17 groups or 
societies of the village.

We have enjoyed the group services and are currently 
experimenting with combining services with Foxcote one 
week a month over the first three months of the year. 
The aim is to find if their church is any warmer than ours!

Sadly, Tim Wheeler, a long standing member of our 
congregation, died over Christmas following a most 
brave struggle with motor neurone disease. He is much 
missed and his memorial service was a testament to the 
respect and love he enjoyed in the village and amongst 
his professional colleagues. Over 200 people attended.

The need for the food bank is as urgent as ever and 
we are grateful to Dick Caudle who manages the Wellow 
collections on behalf of our church.

St Julian’s is blessed with many willing volunteers 
who between them keep the church looking loved and 
vibrant. It is cleaned regularly, the flowers are invariably 
beautiful, all receive a warm welcome as they arrive for 
services, the bells are rung and the choir is on hand for 
major events. A special thanks to all those involved.

There are shoots of new growth in the church and we 
have high hopes for our future.

1. Appointment of Clerk to both 
Vestry Meeting and the following 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting. 
Lynne Williams was appointed as 
Clerk.

2. Minutes of last year’s meeting 
held on the 2nd April 2017. These 
minutes were approved and 
signed by The Rev. Tom Benyon.

3. Election of Church Wardens for 
2018/19. Tom Benyon thanked 
Colin Tremellen for his fourth year 
of office and Pam Pike for her 
first year of office. Both agreed 
to stand for a further year. Colin 
Tremellen’s appointment was 
proposed by Pam Pike, seconded 
by Stewart Cole and unanimously 

agreed by the meeting. Pam Pike’s 
appointment was proposed by 
Julia Wyld, seconded by Joyce 
Mannings and unanimously agreed 
by the meeting. Tom Benyon 
thanked both Colin and Pam 
on behalf of the Church for all 
their hard work done with great 
kindness, humour and devotion.

4. Date of the next Vestry Meeting. 
This will take place on Sunday, the 
7th April. 2019 (the 5th Sunday of 
Lent). 
(Note: Due to heavy snow on 
the 18.3.18. this meeting was 
postponed until 25.3.18.)

1. Members of the Parochial Church 
Council present: Colin Tremellen, 
Jill Tremellen, Tim Wheeler, 
Stewart Cole, Lyn Doman, Pam 
Pike, Jane Rees and Mary Wilkins 
(co-opted member).

2. Minutes of last year’s meeting 
These minutes were agreed and 
signed by Tom Benyon.

3. Financial Report and Approval of 
Accounts, including any questions. 
The accounts had been approved 
by the PCC at their meeting 
on 15.2.18. for presentation to 
this meeting. As there were no 
questions on the accounts, it 
was proposed by Stewart Cole, 
seconded by Jill Tremellen and 
agreed unanimously that the 
Financial Report and Accounts 
be approved. There were no 
questions about other reports. 
Tom Benyon thanked those who 
had contributed to the reports.

4. Elections to the PCC  
Election of one representative to 
the PCC serving until 2021. The 
formal nomination form having 
been properly served (proposed 
by Jane Rees and seconded by 
Jenny Matthews). Mary Wilkins 
was duly elected to the PCC for 
three years.

5. Deanery Synod 
Julia Wyld has served Wellow over 
the last year as the Deanery Synod 
representative. Wellow can send 
a second representative to serve 
on the Deanery Synod. However, 
as no-one had come forward, this 
second place will remain vacant for 
a further year.

6. Date of next APCM 
This will take place on Sunday, 7th 
April 2019 (the 5th Sunday of Lent). 
(Note: Due to heavy snow on 
the 18.3.18. this meeting was 
postponed until 25.3.18.)

Wellow Reports...

Electoral Roll Report
This year there is a new electoral roll. The report is 
unavailable for this publication but will be made available 
at the APCM.

Minutes of the Annual  
Parochial Church meeting

 St Julian’s Church, Sunday 25th March 2018 during the 10am Service

Minutes of the vestry meeting
 St Julian’s Church, Sunday 25th March 2018 during the 10am Service

From the Churchwardens...
 Colin Tremellen & Pam Pike - Churchwarden

Secretary report
 Lynne Williams 

- PCC Secretary

The PCC’s energies have been largely channelled 
into achieving the installation of a toilet and 
kitchenette for the Church. One of the members of 
the PCC, namely, Jane Rees is doing a very good job 
in tackling what appear to be many obstacles in the 
path of getting this project under way.  We hope that 
2019 will see the start and completion of this much 
needed project. 

On a personal note, 2018 was a very difficult 
year for my husband and me. I could not attend 
to take the minutes of two of the PCC’s meetings. 
Lyn Doman and Mary Wilkins stepped in and I am 
extremely grateful to them for doing so.

Due to Liam’s departure, 
we decided to stop running 
Breakfast Club in the summer 
of 2018. Many parents were sad 
to see it end which showed how 
many people appreciated us as 
the church looking after their 
children each morning. Thanks 
again to the volunteers who 
came and supported it. 

SJs Breakfast Club
This last year we ran a one day 
holiday club at Easter and a 
two day holiday in the summer 
of 2018. It has become quite 
challenging finding people to 
volunteer at our holiday clubs 
and therefore I felt it was right 
not to do one at Christmas 2018 
to give people a break. 

After a bit of prayer a team is 
coming together to run another 
one day Holiday Club at Easter 
for children in Peasedown and 

the surrounding area. It is 
so good having fun but also 
communicating the reason 
behind the season. 

I do want to thank everyone 
who has helped communicate 
the gospel to children who 
would have never of heard 
it otherwise. Please do pray 
for continued wisdom with 
moving forward with our 
holiday clubs.SJs Holiday Club
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Doing life, together

Life Groups have been operating 
in the St J’s benefice under the 
current format since early in 2016. 
There have been some changes in 
leadership during this time and 
there are changes ahead; it is a 
time of reflection and review.

In January 2019 the current 
Life Group Leaders met to share 
their thoughts and ideas. We 
looked back at challenges and 
encouragements. A good number 
of people from across the benefice 
are part of a Life Group; the 
groups have grown and shared 
life together; this has included 
bereavement, encouragement, 
healing, stepping out into new 
areas of ministry such as prophecy 
and leading worship, studying the 
bible, learning about living as a 
disciple of Christ and following up 
teaching from Sunday’s sermons. 
There have been social gatherings 
where food and fun have been 
shared. 

Sadly Tom and Sara will be 
leaving us this year. Thank you so 
much for all you have given and 
the seeds you have sown. Thank 
you too to Charlotte and Nico who 
will be leading this group into the 
future. 

Helen and Ben will also be 
taking a break from leading a Life 
Group. Those who have been part 
of this group are being encouraged 
to try a different group. Thank 
you so much Helen and Ben along 
with Heather and Peter for the 
love, support and commitment 
you have shown in leading your 
group over the years.

David and Elaine’s group will 
be changing their meeting night 
from Friday to Wednesday in the 
Spring. Thank you Andy and Joy, 
who have supported the leadership 
of this group so brilliantly.

Tom, Jo and Katie Chapman 
have led the daytime group where 
discipleship and growth has 
been so evident. Katie flew off to 
America just before Christmas 
and we miss her. We are thrilled 
that Cath will now be joining Jo in 
the leadership of this group.

Rob and Sarah have lost Tom 
Morgan, and then Rich and Ruth 
Miles as their Assistant Leaders 
this year. Thank you so much Rob 
and Sarah for your commitment in 
leading this group into the future.

The Wellow Prayer Group 
continues to meet each 
Tuesday in term time at 3.00 
pm. 

We are still a group of six 
meeting regularly on Tuesdays. 
We are frequently encouraged 
by answers to our prayers. 
We pray and encourage each 
other to recognise and use God 
given opportunities to tell our 
families, friends and people 
we meet of what the Lord has 
done for us and can do for 
everyone..

We feel so blessed – prayers 
are answered, our needs 
and more supplied, we live 
in lovely homes in beautiful 
surroundings – yes, God is 
good!

WHAT’S NEXT?
We pray for and wait for God 
to bless our village and all who 
live and work here.

We pray the Lord’s blessing 
on the farms, crops and 
animals.

We pray for Christian 
families to move into houses 
which change hands and 
the Lord has honoured and 
answered, we now look for 
more.

We pray for the church 
members that each will come 
to faith and grow into Christ 
and seek to share our faith 
with others we meet.

We pray for those recently 
bereaved and any physical 
and spiritual needs in the 
community.

We pray for our leaders 

that they will know the Lord’s 
guidance and feeding as they 
as prepare and plan for our 
spiritual needs.

We pray that God’s guidance 
will be recognised by all 
the leaders and followed in 
the coming months, as 
our relationship with the 
European Union changes, 

We encourage each other in 
sharing what God has shown 
in us His Word, through our 
prayers and other Christians.

HOW CAN YOU HELP US? 
We need help from all church 
members in the benefice.

So please join us, wherever 
you are, in praying that God 
will richly bless, your and our 
prayers during 2019.

Do come and pray with us!

WHAT’S IN IT  
FOR US ALL?
We desire that in everything 
we say, pray and do God may 
be honoured and glorified.

Sharing in and growing as 
Christians. 

Living vibrantly and 
enthusiastically for Him as 
we see God at work in our 
communities. 

David & Elaine Williams
Life Group Coordinators

Richard and Cath Downing have identified a gap in the provision 
for teenagers in the church and they feel that God is stirring them 
to work with this group. They are preparing to start meeting after 
Easter – watch this space!

We would love to see more people coming along to a Life Group 
– Life Groups are for everyone!

We recognise the need for new leaders and assistant leaders. 
There will be a meeting in the Spring for all who might be 
interested in leading or helping to lead a group. Watch out for the 
date!

Finally, David and Elaine will be stepping aside from being 
the Life Group Pastors at some point this year. We are uncertain 
at this stage what this role will entail in the future, so again, 
watch this space. A new season – we wait with expectancy and 
excitement because it will be good!

EDITOR SAYS: Thanks David and Elaine for all your 
hard work and we wish you the best in your new season.

Moving into the future...

Successful, fun & fund 
raising year at Foxcote
Carole Stevenson
Friends of Foxcote

During the Year Villagers & 
Church Members undertook the 
Mammoth Task of Pollarding &  
clearing the dead wood at Foxcote 
Churchyard.

The Friends next Meeting to 
plan events for 2019 will be on the 
6th March 2019 at Shoscombe 
School 2019.  ALL MEMBERS 
OLD & NEW WELCOME

sold for to raise funds for Foxcote 
Church
 
OCTOBER
A great big harvest thank you 
concert programme involving,
Poems from all organisations 
within the Village, Shoscombe 
School Choir, Community Choir, 
To reflect our Thanks for all the 
good in our Community. Followed 
by Refreshments.

DECEMBER
Church/school bazaar 
Craft stalls lucky dips, 
refreshments jointly shared with 
friends & Fossa.
Festival of light & candle lit carol 
service.  
Involving Readings by Shoscombe 
School & Church Members, 
Procession of St. Lucia Shoscombe 
School children, the Community 
Choir. Sketch Rev. Tom Benyon & 
Caroline, Followed by Hot Mulled 
Wine & Mince Pies.

Souper Tuesday  
Held the 2nd Tues of each month 
Community Lunch, Homemade 
Fayre of Soup, Cakes, Drinks, 
Raffle, Quiz, Craft Table, 
Preserves etc. £3,50.

SEPTEMBER
Village Flower Show.   
The Friends provided 
Refreshments etc, & Hosted a 
Craft Stall.

Throughout 2018, a village 
calendar plus cards theme, of 
village wildlife 2019 was created & 

The Friends have enjoyed a very 
successful Community Building & 
Fund Raising Year.

APRIL
A Easter Event involving 
Community Events, followed 
by A Egg Hunt, & Easter Cake 
Refreshments.

MAY    
The Friends Provided 
Refreshments in Aid of Foxcote 
Church at the Village Hall Plant 
Sale.

The power of prayer

“Rejoicing 
in Him at 
all times!”

Pauline Preddy
Prayer Group Coordinator


