
Prayers of Intercession 
Loving God, we thank you for your constant guidance throughout our lives,  and for 
all that it means to us- the way you encourage,  strengthen, challenge, and renew.  
Day by day you are there to lead us: gratefully, we respond.  
We thank you that you speak through your Word that through the experiences of 
priests and prophets,  judges and patriarchs, disciples and Apostles,  you offer 
instruction for daily life  and insight into your sovereign purpose. Day by day you are 
there to lead us: gratefully, we respond.  
We thank you that you speak through the Church and all that we share within it- 
through songs and prayer, preaching and worship, mission and service, fun and 
fellowship. Day by day you are there to lead us: gratefully, we respond.  
We thank you that you speak through creation through the people we meet, the 
sights we see, the things we hear, and the experiences we go through. Day by day 
you are there to lead us: gratefully, we respond.  
We thank you that you speak through Christ through his life and work, his preaching 
and teaching, his death and resurrection, and his living presence with us now. Day 
by day you are there to lead us: gratefully, we respond.  
We thank you that you speak through your Spirit within us inspiring, comforting, 
teaching, and giving power from on high.  Day by day you are there to lead us: 
gratefully, we respond. Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake 
of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen  
Blessing and Dismissal - We stand for the Blessing and Dismissal 
Let us return now to the world, for Christ is there, waiting to meet us 
and greet us.  Let us go back with eyes open to see him, ears open to hear 
him, a mind open to receive him, and a heart open to serve him, for his 
name’s sake. Amen.  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ. Amen. 
Hymn  
1. Christ is made the sure foundation,  
Christ the head and cornerstone, 
chosen of the Lord, and precious, 
binding all the Church in one, 
holy Zion’s help for ever, 
and her confidence alone. 
2. To this temple, where we call you, 
come, O Lord of hosts, today; 
you have promised loving kindness, 
hear your servants as we pray,  
bless your people now before you, 
turn our darkness into day. 

3. Hear the cry of all your people, 
what they ask and hope to gain; 
what they gain from you, for ever 
with your chosen to retain, 
and hereafter in your glory 
evermore with you to reign. 
4. Praise and honour to the Father, 
Praise and honour to the Son, 
Praise and honour to the Spirit, 
Ever Three and ever One, 
One in might and One in glory, 
While unending ages run. 

You are most welcome to stay for coffee after the end of service
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The Parish of Wellow 
MORNING PRAISE INCLUDING THE BAPTISM OF 
CERYS EMMIE JEAN PARKER 

10am - Sunday 17th March 2019 - 2nd Sunday of Lent 
‘So the Israelites did as Joshua commanded them. They took twelve stones 
from the middle of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the 
Israelites, as the LORD had told Joshua; and they carried them over with 

them to their camp, where they put them down.’  
Joshua 4:8 

Welcome 
Confession 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you  through 
our own fault in thought, and word, and deed, and in what we have left 
undone. We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins.  For your Son 
our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,  forgive us all that is past;  and grant that 
we may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your name. Amen. 
The collect for the 2nd Sunday of Lent 
Almighty God, you have created the heavens and the earth and made us in your own 
image: teach us to discern your hand in all your works and your likeness in all your 
children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit 
reigns supreme over all things, now and forever. Amen. 
Hymn  
1 Great is thy faithfulness,  
O God my Father, 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
thou changest not, thy compassions they 
fail not, 
as thou hast been thou for ever wilt be. 

Great is thy faithfulness! 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath 
provided 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 

2 Summer and winter, and spring-time 
and harvest, 
sun, moon and stars in their courses 
above, 
join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
Chorus 
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that 
endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to 
guide; 
strength for today and bright hope for 
tomorrow, 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand 
beside! Chorus  

An explanation of Baptism 
God is the creator of all things, and by the birth of children he gives to parents 
a share in the work and joy of creation. But we who are born of earthly parents 
need to be born again. in the Gospel Jesus tells us that unless we have been 
born again, we cannot see the Kingdom of God.  
On the day when the apostles first preached the Gospel of Christ’s           
resurrection, Peter urged his hearers, Repent and be baptised in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the 
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Holy Spirit. the promise is to you and your children and to all who are far off, 
everyone whom the Lord calls to him. 
Today Cerys is with us so that we can ask God that this promise and all the 
promises He has made will be true in Cerys’s life. So we are going to ask God to 
do something that Cerys cannot do, nor can we do for her - that in due time 
she will be born again, receive God’s Holy Spirit, and confess Jesus Christ as 
her Saviour and Lord. 
A question for the whole congregation 
Faith is the gift of God to his people. In baptism the Lord is adding to our 
number those whom he is calling. People of God, will you welcome Cerys and 
uphold her in her new life in Christ? With the help of God, we will. 
Two questions for the parents and godparents 
Parents and godparents, the Church receives Cerys with joy. Today we are 
trusting God for her growth in faith. Will you pray for her, draw her by your 
example into the community of faith and walk with her in the way of Christ? 
With the help of God, we will. 
In baptism Cerys begins her journey in faith. You speak for her today. Will you 
care for her, and help her to take her place within the life and worship of 
Christ’s Church?  With the help of God, we will. 
The parents and godparents publicly declare their faith 
Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? I reject them. 
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? I renounce them. 
Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? I repent 
of them. 
Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? I turn to Christ. 
Do you submit to Christ as Lord? I submit to Christ. 
Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? I come to Christ. 
The signing of the Cross 
The minister makes the sign of the cross Cerys’s forehead saying 
Christ claims you for his own. Receive the sign of his cross.  
Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified. Fight 
valiantly as a disciple of Christ against sin, the world and the devil, 
and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life. 
Hymn 

 1 Breathe on me, breath of God: 
fill me with life anew, 

that I may love as you have loved 
and do as you would do. 

2 Breathe on me, breath of God, 
until my heart is pure, 

until my will is one with yours 
to do and to endure. 

3 Breathe on me, breath of God; 
fulfil my heart's desire, 

until this earthly part of me 
glows with your heavenly fire. 

4 Breathe on me, breath of God; 
so shall I never die, 

but live with you the perfect life 
of your eternity. 

Reading – The full readings can be found in Exodus 39:8–14, 1 Kings 18:30-32, and 
Joshua 3:14–4:18. The following reading today is a summary of the second reading using 
the N.I.V and The Message versions of the Bible, which help us understand the background 
and significance in the sermon title “The Twelve Stones”. 
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“When the people packed up camp to cross the Jordan, led by the priests carrying the 
ark of the covenant, they got to the Jordan and when their feet touched the water (the 
river was in flood at the time) the flow of water stopped and piled up in a heap 
upstream so the people could cross safely opposite Jericho. The priests carried the ark 
and stood on dry ground in the middle of the river while the people crossed over. The 
whole nation crossed the Jordan and not one wet foot among them! 
Then God spoke to Joshua, asking him to choose one person from each of the twelve 
(tribes) families of Israel and tell them to take a large and heavy stone from the middle 
of the river bed, carry them over and put them down where they would sleep that 
night. Joshua did as God commanded and the stones were carried over and Joshua set 
up the twelve stones. God made Joshua great that day in the Israelites eyes and they 
revered him from then on. Soon God told Joshua to tell the priests to come up out of 
the river carrying the ark of the covenant of the Lord. As they obeyed, no sooner had 
they set foot on the dry ground than the river Jordan flowed, in flood, as before. These 
stones were set to remind the Israelites of what God had done for them, first at the 
Red  Sea, when they escaped from Egypt and again at the River Jordan. This was so 
that everybody on earth would realise how powerful God is and would hold God in 
reverence always.” This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
Talk - Twelve Stones – Pauline Preddy 
Hymn 
1 How deep the Father’s love for us, 
How vast beyond all measure, 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure. 
How great the pain of searing loss: 
The Father turns His face away, 
As wounds which mar the chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory. 
2 Behold the Man upon a cross, 
My sin upon His shoulders; 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers. 

It was my sin that held Him there 
Until it was accomplished; 
His dying breath has brought me life  
I know that it is finished. 
3 I will not boast in anything, 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom; 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ, 
His death and resurrection. 
Why should I gain from His reward? 
I cannot give an answer, 
But this I know with all my heart, 
His wounds have paid my ransom. 

Together we profess our common faith 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, the one 
for whom we exist? We believe and trust in him. 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature, died for 
us and rose again? We believe and trust in him. 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of 
God and makes Christ known to the world? We believe and trust in him. 
This is the faith of the Church.  This is our faith.  We believe and trust in 
one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
The Baptism 
The minister baptises Cerys in water. 
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