
we live, and yet, despite our failure, we hunger to know you better, to share in the 
work of your kingdom.  Forgive what we have been, and direct what we shall be. 
Lord Jesus Christ, take what we are, flawed though it may be, and use it in your 
service. Take what we say and do, with all its blemishes, and use it to bring a little 
light into the darkness of our world. Through your grace, accept our imperfect 
discipleship, and work through us to share your love and to make known your 
goodness. Forgive what we have been, and direct what we shall be. To the 
glory of your name. Amen. 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen 
Song 

These are the days of Elijah 
Declaring the word of the Lord 

And these are the days of your servant Moses 
Righteousness being restored 

And though these are days of great trial 
Of famine and darkness and sword 
Still we are the voice in the desert  

crying prepare ye the way of the Lord 
Behold he comes, riding on the clouds 

Shining like the sun at the trumpet call 
Lift your voice, it’s a year of jubilee  

Out of zion’s hill salvation comes 
These are the days of Ezekiel,  

the dry bones becoming as flesh. 
And these are the days of your servant David,  

rebuilding a temple of praise 
These are the days of the harvest,  

the fields are as white in the world 
And we are the labourers in the vineyard,  

declaring the word of the Lord 

Dismissal - We remain standing for the Dismissal 
To God, who is higher than our highest thoughts, yet closer than our 
closest friend, be thanks and praise, glory and honour, this day and for 
evermore. Amen. 

You are most welcome to stay for coffee after the end of service 

The work at St John’s is made possible, under God, solely by individuals’ giving, for 
which we are most grateful.  If you would like to contribute you can do so in the 

collection box at the back of church, through regular Gift Aid donations, enabling 
us to reclaim the tax or by credit or debit card online via our website: 

 http://www.stjsgroup.church/give.   
Gift Aid mandates are available from our Stewardship Secretary:  

Claire Carr  Tel: 01761 568216 Email: claire.carr@stjsgroup.church
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The Parish of Peasedown St John 
MORNING PRAISE 

10.30am - Sunday 24th February 2019 -  2nd Sunday before Lent 
‘So the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the 

ground from which he had been taken.’ (Genesis 3:24) 
Welcome/Notices 
Hymn 
1 Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
o'er the world's tempestuous sea; 
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us 
for we have no help but thee; 
yet possessing every blessing, 
if our God our Father be. 
2 Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us; 
all our weakness thou dost know; 
thou didst tread this earth before us, 

thou didst feel its keenest woe; 
lone and dreary, faint and weary, 
through the desert thou didst go. 
3 Spirit of our God, descending, 
fill our hearts with heavenly joy, 
love with every passion blending, 
pleasure that can never cloy: 
thus provided, pardoned, guided, 
nothing can our peace destroy. 

Confession 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you  
and against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, through 
negligence, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past and grant that we 
may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your name. Amen.  
The collect for the 2nd Sunday before Lent   
Almighty God, you have created the heavens and the earth and made us in your own 
image: teach us to discern your hand in all your works and your likeness in all your 
children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit 
reigns supreme over all things, now and for ever. Amen. 

Time of Testimony 
This is a time where we encourage each other and strengthen our faith as we 
share what God has been doing in our lives. If so please share that with us. 

• What has the Lord given you lately from his word? 
• Has God answered your prayers? 
• Has God been challenging you? 

First Reading – Genesis 3:1-12 
1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had 
made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in 
the garden’?”2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in 
the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the 
middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” 
4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that 
when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil.” 
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6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to 
the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also 
gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both 
of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves 
together and made coverings for themselves. 
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in 
the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of 
the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 
10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so 
I hid.” 
11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree 
that I commanded you not to eat from?” 
12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from 
the tree, and I ate it.” This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
Worship in Song 
Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning 
Our song shall rise to Thee. 
Holy, holy, holy, 
Merciful and mighty, 
God in three Persons, 
Blessèd Trinity! 
Holy, holy, holy, 
All the saints adore Thee, 
Casting down their golden crowns 
Around the glassy sea; 
Cherubim and seraphim 
Falling down before Thee, 
Who were, and are, 
And evermore shall be. 

Holy, holy, holy, 
Though the darkness hide Thee, 
Though the eye of sinful man 
Thy glory may not see; 
Only Thou art holy, 
There is none beside Thee 
Perfect in power, 
In love and purity. 
Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy name, 
In earth, and sky, and sea; 
Holy, holy, holy, 
Merciful and mighty, 
God in three Persons, 
Blessèd Trinity!  

1. Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord, 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty. 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord, 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty, 
Who was and is and is to come, 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord. 

2. Worthy, worthy, worthy is … (etc.) 
3. Jesus, Jesus, Jesus is … (etc.) 
4. Glory, glory, glory to … (etc.)  

We are standing on holy ground  
And I know there are angels all around  

Let us praise Jesus now  
We are standing in his presence  

On holy ground  
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Second Reading – Genesis 3:13-24 
13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman 
said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, 
“Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild 
animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life.
15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring[a] 
and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
16 To the woman he said,“I will make your pains in childbearing very severe; with 
painful labor you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, 
and he will rule over you.” 
17 To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree 
about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ “Cursed is the ground 
because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all the days of your life. 
18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. 
19 By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, 
since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.” 
20 Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living. 
21 The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. 
22 And the Lord God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good 
and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of 
life and eat, and live forever.” 23 So the Lord God banished him from the Garden of 
Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 24 After he drove the man 
out, he placed on the east side] of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword 
flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
Talk – Banished from Eden - Dick Beath 
Hymn 
1 Be thou my guardian and my guide, 
and hear me when I call; 
let not my slippery footsteps slide, 
and hold me lest I fall. 
2 The world, the flesh, and Satan dwell 
around the path I tread; 
O save me from the snares of hell, 
thou quickener of the dead. 

3 And if I tempted am to sin, 
and outward things are strong, 
do thou, O Lord, keep watch within, 
and save my soul from wrong. 
4 Still let me ever watch and pray, 
and feel that I am frail; 
that if the tempter cross my way, 
yet he may not prevail. 

Prayers of Intercession 
Lord Jesus Christ, we know we are less than perfect, our faith weak, our love poor,  
our motives mixed, our commitment unpredictable, but, despite our many 
weaknesses, we want so much to serve you,  to live as the people you would have us 
be. Forgive what we have been, and direct what we shall be.  
We know that we have failed you in numerous ways, careless in our worship,  
half-hearted in service, concerned more about ourselves than your glory; our words 
saying one thing but our deeds another, the message we proclaim belied by the way 
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