
Hymn 
1 God is working his purpose out 
as year succeeds to year. 
God is working his purpose out, 
and the day is drawing near. 
Nearer and nearer draws the time, 
the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall 
be filled with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 
2 From the east to the utmost west 
wherever foot has trod, 
through the mouths of his messengers 
echoes forth the voice of God: 
'Listen to me, ye continents, 
ye islands, give ear to me, 
that the earth shall  
be filled with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea.' 
3 How can we do the work of God, 
how prosper and increase 
harmony in the human race 
and the reign of perfect peace? 
What can we do to urge the time, 

the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall  
be filled with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea? 
4 March we forth in the strength of God, 
his banner is unfurled; 
let the light of the gospel shine 
in the darkness of the world: 
strengthen the weary, heal the sick 
and set ev'ry captive free, 
that the earth shall  
be filled with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 
5 All our efforts are nothing worth 
unless God bless the deed; 
vain our hopes for the harvest tide 
till he brings to life the seed. 
Yet ever nearer draws the time, 
the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall  
be filled with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 

Blessing and Dismissal 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the 
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you 
and remain with you always. Amen.  
Whoever you are, wherever you go, whatever your strengths, whatever 
your weaknesses, God will be with you, to hold, to heal, to guide and to 
bless. Go, then, in peace, assured of his love. Amen. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ. Amen. 

You are most welcome to stay for coffee after the end of service 
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The Parish of Wellow 
ST J’S GROUP JOINT BENEFICE SERVICE 

10.30am - Sunday 30th December 2018 -  First Sunday of Christmas 
‘For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.' Matthew 6:21 

Welcome/Notices 
Hymn 

1 Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here; 
Come bow before Him now with reverence and fear. 

In Him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground; 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here. 

2 Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around; 
He burns with holy fire, with splendour He is crowned. 

How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of light! 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around. 

3 Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place; 
He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister His grace. 
No work too hard for Him, in faith receive from Him; 

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place.  
Confession 
Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done evil in your sight. 
We are sorry and repent. Have mercy on us according to your love. 
Wash away our wrongdoing  and cleanse us from our sin. Renew a right 
spirit within us and restore us to the joy of your salvation; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
The collect for the 1st Sunday of Christmas 
Almighty God, who wonderfully created us in your own image and yet more 
wonderfully restored us through your Son Jesus Christ: grant that, as he came to 
share in our humanity, so we may share the life of his divinity; who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen 
Time of Testimony 
This is a time where we encourage each other and strengthen our faith as we 
share what God has been doing in our lives. If so please share that with us. 

• What has the Lord given you lately from his word? 
• Has God answered your prayers? 
• Has God been challenging you? 
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Worship in Song 

1. As the deer pants for the water, 
so my soul longs after You. 
You alone are my heart's desire 
and I long to worship You. 
You alone are my strength, my shield, 
to You alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart's desire 
and I long to worship You. 

2. I want You more than gold or silver, 
only You can satisfy. 
You alone are the real joy-giver 
and the apple of my eye. Chorus 
3. You’re my Friend and You're my Brother, 
even though You are a king. 
I love You more than any other, 
so much more than anything. Chorus  

1 Breathe on me, Breath of God 
fill me with life anew, 
that I may love what thou dost love, 
and do what thou wouldst do. 
2 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
until my heart is pure; 
until with thee I will one will, 
to do and to endure. 

3 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
till I am wholly thine; 
until this earthly part of me 
glows with thy fire divine. 
4Breathe on me, Breath of God: 
so shall I never die, 
but live with thee the perfect life 
of thine eternity. 

I worship You, Almighty God, 
There is none like You. 

I worship You, O Prince of Peace, 
That is what I love to do. 

I give You praise, 
For You are my righteousness, 
I worship You, Almighty God, 

There is none like You. 
Reading – Matthew 6:19-33 
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin 
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do 
not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be 
full of light. 23 But if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole body will be full of 
darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 
24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or 
you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 
money. 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or 
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more 
than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable 
than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life? 
28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They 
do not labour or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendour was 
dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is 
here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—
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you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and 
your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and 
his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
Talk – ‘The road ahead’ - Dick Beath 
Hymn 

1 Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
and His righteousness, 

and all these things shall be added unto you. 
Allelu, alluluia. 

2 Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word 

that proceeds from the mouth of God. 
Allelu, alluluia. 

3 Ask and it shall be given unto you, 
seek and ye shall find; 

knock and the door shall be opened up to you. 
Allelu, alluluia. 

Prayers 
Loving God, once more you have blessed us, leading us through another week, 
forgiving our many mistakes and failings, blessing us in a multitude of ways,  
and so now, once more, we come to worship you. You have blessed us in so much: 
your name be praised.  
We come with joy and thanksgiving in our hearts, to sing and pray, to read and 
listen, to think and learn, to give and receive.  You have blessed us in so much: your 
name be praised.  
We come to worship you as our creator, our Lord, our Father, and our friend. You 
have blessed us in so much: your name be praised.  
We come to thank you for your goodness, your guidance, your love and your mercy.  
You have blessed us in so much: your name be praised.  
We come to praise you for your purpose that will not be defeated, your power that 
brings good even out of evil, your grace that refuses to be denied,  
your strength which can never be exhausted. You have blessed us in so much: your 
name be praised.  
Loving God, as we worship you today, draw us closer to you, closer to Christ,  
and closer to one another, so that the faith we profess now may show itself in our 
lives always. You have blessed us in so much: your name be praised.  

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen 
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