
 

Shaping our Future 
In response to God’s immense love for us, we seek to be  

God’s people living and telling the story of Jesus 

We have discerned three priorities for action that need to be at the centre of our 
diocesan life to help each and every one of us: 

1. To place mission and evangelism at the heart of everything we do. 
2. To realign our ministry resources towards mission. 

3. To identify, develop and use the gift of all our people 

Gracious God, may your Holy Spirit guide us into the future. 
Help us, throughout the diocese, to show uninhibited reliance on your grace and 

power as we seek the renewal of our lives. 
Give us courage, rigour, imagination and generosity in order that your kingdom 

may come and your abundant life be known by all. Amen 
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The Parish of Peasedown St John 
ST J’S GROUP JOINT BENEFICE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

10.30am - Sunday 23rd December 2018 - 4th of Advent 
Welcome 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you. And also with you 
Carol  
1 Long ago, prophets knew  
 Christ would come, born a Jew,  
 Come to make all things new;  
 Bear his People's burden,  
 Freely love and pardon.  
 Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!  
 Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!  
 When he comes, 
 When he comes,  
 Who will make him welcome? 
2 God in time, God in man,  
 This is God's timeless plan:  
 He will come, as a man,  
 Born himself of woman,  
 God divinely human.  
 Chorus 

3 Mary hail! Though afraid, 
 She believed, she obeyed. 
 In her womb, God is laid: 
 Till the time expected, 
 Nurtured and protected, 
 Chorus 
4 Journey ends! Where afar 
 Bethlem shines, like a star, 
 Stable door stands ajar. 
 Unborn Son of Mary, 
 Saviour, do not tarry! 
 Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!  
 Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!  
 Jesus comes! 
 Jesus comes! 
 We will make him welcome!  

Prayers of Penitence  - Let us sit or kneel to pray 
Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ So let us turn away 
from sin and turn to Christ, confessing our sins in penitence and faith.  
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you  through 
our own fault in thought, and word, and deed, and in what we have left 
undone. We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins.  For your Son 
our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,  forgive us all that is past;  and grant that we 
may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your name. Amen. 
Absolution 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and 
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep 
you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
The collect for Fourth Sunday of Advent 
God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of your 
Son: grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may be ready to 
greet him when he comes again as our judge; who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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First Reading – Micah 5:2-5 
2 "But you, Bethlehem, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you 
will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from 
ancient times."3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in 
labour gives birth and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 4 He will 
stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name 
of the LORD his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to 
the ends of the earth. 5 And he will be their peace.  This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Carol  
Said the night wind to the little lamb 
Do you see what I see? 
Way up in the sky, little lamb 
Do you see what I see? 
A star, a star, dancing in the night 
With a tail as big as a kite 
With a tail as big as a kite 
Said the little lamb to the shepherd boy 
Do you hear what I hear? 
Ringing through the sky, shepherd boy 
Do you hear what I hear? 
A song, a song, high above the trees 
With a voice as big as the sea 
With a voice as big as the sea 

Said the shepherd boy to the mighty king 
Do you know what I know? 
In your palace warm, mighty king 
Do you know what I know? 
A Child, a Child shivers in the cold 
Let us bring Him silver and gold 
Let us bring Him silver and gold 
Said the king to the people everywhere 
Listen to what I say 
Pray for peace, people everywhere 
Listen to what I say 
The Child, the Child, sleeping in the night 
He will bring us goodness and light 
He will bring us goodness and light  

Second Reading – Isaiah 9:6-7 
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be 
no end.  He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and 
upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.  The zeal 
of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.  This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be 
to God. 
Talk - Do you hear what I hear – Sarah Bubyer 
Creed 
Let us declare our faith in God. 
We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on 
earth is named. We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts 
through faith, and fills us with his love. We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us with power from on high. We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen 
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Blessing and Dismissal - We stand for the Blessing and Dismissal 
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness from before 
your path, and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
rest upon you and remain you always. Amen.  
To God, who blesses us beyond our imagining who loves us beyond our 
dreaming, who forgives us beyond our deserving and who uses us beyond 
our hoping, be praise and thanksgiving, honour and adoration, now and 
always.  Amen. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ. Amen. 
Hymn 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 

tender to me the promise of his word; 
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name! 
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 

his mercy sure, from age to age to same; 
his holy Name--the Lord, the Mighty One. 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 

Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
to children's children and for evermore! 

You are most welcome to stay for coffee after the end of service 

The work at St John’s is made possible, under God, solely by individuals’ giving, for 
which we are most grateful.  If you would like to contribute you can do so in the 

collection box at the back of church, through regular Gift Aid donations, enabling us 
to reclaim the tax or by credit or debit card online via our website: 

 http://www.stjsgroup.church/give.   
Gift Aid mandates are available from our Stewardship Secretary:  

Claire Carr  Tel: 01761 568216 Email: claire.carr@stjsgroup.church 
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Prayers of Intercession 
Lord of all, you tell us to wait and pray for that time when Christ shall come again to 
establish his kingdom; that time when your purpose shall be fulfilled and your name 
made known and worshipped on all the earth! You challenge us to live in the light of 
that promise help us to respond.  
Teach us, we pray, never to lose sight of your purpose, never to stop believing that 
you are at work, never to lose confidence in your kingdom. Teach us that, as Christ 
came, so he shall come again. You challenge us to live in the light of that promise 
help us to respond.  
But teach us also not to waste the present moment, not to place all our hope in the 
future, or to imagine that you are unconcerned for us and your world now!  
Teach us to recognise that Christ is with us always, by our side to the end of time. You 
challenge us to live in the light of that promise help us to respond.  
Help us to live and work for you always, rightly and responsibly enjoying your many 
gifts, and seeking to do your will and follow your ways. Help us to live each day as 
though Christ were coming back at that moment, until that day when he returns in 
glory and you are all in all. You challenge us to live in the light of that promise help 
us to respond.  
Loving God, you have shown us such love and humility; we offer you our thanks and 
praise. Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 
Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you and also with you 
Let us offer a sign of peace to those around us. 
Carol  

1 The Angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 
'All hail', said he, 'thou lowly maiden Mary, 

most highly favoured lady.' Gloria! 
2 'For known a blessèd mother thou shalt be, 

all generations laudand honour thee, 
thy son shall be Emmanuel,by seers foretold; 

most highly favoured lady.' Gloria! 
3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 

'To me be as it pleaseth God', she said, 
'My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name': 

most highly favoured lady. Gloria! 
4 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ was born 
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 

and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say 
'Most highly favoured lady.' Gloria 
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Eucharistic Prayer F 
The Lord be with you and also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise. 
You are worthy of our thanks and praise, Lord God of truth, for by the breath of your 
mouth you have spoken your word, and all things have come into being. 
You fashioned us in your image and placed us in the garden of your delight. 
Though we chose the path of rebellion you would not abandon your own. 
Again and again you drew us into your covenant of grace.  You gave your people the 
law and taught us by your prophets to look for your reign of justice, mercy and peace. 
As we watch for the signs of your kingdom on earth, we echo the song of the angels in 
heaven, evermore praising you and singing:  
We say together: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
We sit or kneel to pray 
Lord God, you are the most holy one, enthroned in splendour and light, yet in the 
coming of your Son Jesus Christ you reveal the glory and power of your love made 
perfect in human weakness. 
Embracing our humanity, Jesus taught us the way of salvation; loving us to the end, 
he gave himself to death for us; dying for his own, he set us free from the bonds of 
sin, that we might rise and reign with him in glory. 
On the night he gave up himself for us all he took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is 
given for you; do this in remembrance of me.   
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks;  he gave it to 
them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.  
Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross, we celebrate his 
resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand 
on high and we long for his coming in glory. 
As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption, Father, by your Holy Spirit 
let these gifts of your creation be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
form us into the likeness of Christ and make us a perfect offering in your sight. 
Look with favour on your people and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts. Bless 
the earth, heal the sick, let the oppressed go free and fill your Church with power 
from on high. Gather your people from the ends of the earth to feast with all your 
saints at the table in your kingdom, where the new creation is brought to perfection 
in Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Lord's Prayer  
Let us pray using the words our Saviour taught us.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  

Breaking of the Bread  
The president breaks the consecrated bread.  
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.   Though we are many, we are 
one body, because we all share in one bread.  
Draw near with faith.  Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for 
you, and his blood which he shed for you  
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 
faith with thanksgiving 
Most merciful Lord, your love compels us to come in. Our hands were 
unclean, our hearts were unprepared; we were not fit even to eat the 
crumbs from under your table. But you, Lord, are the God of our 
salvation, and share your bread with sinners. So cleanse and feed us with 
the precious body and blood of your Son, that he may live in us and we in 
him; and that we, with the whole company of Christ, may sit and eat in 
your kingdom.  Amen.  
The president and the people receive communion. 
Prayer after Communion  
Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of the 
promised saviour: fill us your servants with your grace, that in all things we may 
embrace your holy will and with her rejoice in your salvation; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen 

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far 
off you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying and living, he 
declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. May we 
who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life 
to others; we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. Keep us firm 
in the hope you have set before us, so we and all your children shall be 
free, and the whole earth live to praise your name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
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