
Loving God, in all our ministry as the Church, on Sundays and on weekdays,  
may we give glory to you and further your kingdom. Direct us to those who are 
searching and give us the wisdom to know how best to draw them to your love.  
We are your people: the sheep of your pasture.  
Loving God, may we actively seek to do good, to stand up against injustice and work 
for peace; Lord, rid the world of the terrible evils that result from unvoiced 
objections, and unspoken misgivings. Give us the courage to act as true citizens of 
heaven. We are your people: the sheep of your pasture.  
Loving God, may the ways we manage our homes, decisions, time and money be in 
keeping with our calling as inheritors of the kingdom. May your love undergird all 
our loving. We are your people: the sheep of your pasture.  
Loving God, search for the lost, bring back those who have strayed, bind up the 
injured, and strengthen the weak; help us all to share in this work of loving care.  We 
are your people: the sheep of your pasture.  
Loving God, welcome into your kingdom all whose lives show them to be your 
servants, whether or not they have known you by name. Prepare us all to meet you 
with the confidence of sins confessed and forgiven. We are your people:  
the sheep of your pasture.  
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen 
Dismissal - We stand for the Dismissal 
To God, who is higher than our highest thoughts, yet closer than our 
closest friend, be thanks and praise, glory and honour, this day and for 
evermore. Amen. 
Hymn - Tune: Aurelia 
1 O Word of God incarnate, 
O wisdom from on high, 
O truth unchanged, unchanging, 
O light of our dark sky, 
We praise thee for the radiance 
That from the hallowed page, 
A lantern to our footsteps, 
Shines on from age to age. 
2 The church from her dear Master 
Received the gift divine, 
And still that light she lifteth 
O'er all the earth to shine; 
It is the precious treasury 
Where gems of truth are stored; 
It is the heaven-drawn picture 
Of Christ, the living Word. 

3 It floateth like a banner 
Before God's host unfurled; 
It shineth like a beacon 
Above the shadowed word; 
It is the chart and compass 
That, o'er life's surging sea, 
'Mid mists, and rocks, and quicksands, 
Still guides, O Christ, to thee. 
4 O make thy church, dear Saviour, 
A lamp of burnished gold, 
To bear before the nations 
Thy true light, as of old; 
O teach thy wandering pilgrims 
By this their path to trace, 
Till, clouds and darkness ended, 
They see thee face to face. 

You are most welcome to stay for coffee after the end of service
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The Parish of Peasedown St John 
MORNING PRAISE 
10.30am - Sunday 19th August 2018 -  12th Sunday after Trinity 

“They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving 
the meaning so that the people could understand what was being read” 

Nehemiah 8:8 
Welcome/Notices 
Hymn 
1 God, whose almighty word, 
chaos and darkness heard, 
and took their flight: 
hear us, we humbly pray, 
and where the gospel-day 
sheds not its glorious ray, 
let there be light! 
2 Saviour, who came to bring 
on your redeeming wing 
healing and sight, 
health to the sick in mind, 
sight to the inly blind: 
O now to all mankind 
let there be light! 

3 Spirit of truth and love, 
life-giving, holy dove, 
speed on your flight! 
move on the water's face 
bearing the lamp of grace 
and, in earth's darkest place, 
let there be light! 
4 Gracious and holy Three, 
glorious Trinity, 
wisdom, love, might: 
boundless as ocean's tide 
rolling in fullest pride 
through the world far and wide, 
let there be light!  

Confession - We sit or kneel to pray 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you  
and against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, through 
negligence, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past and  
grant that we may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your name. 
Amen.  
The collect for the 12th Sunday after Trinity 
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray and 
to give more than either we desire or deserve: pour down upon us the abundance of 
your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid and giving us 
those good things which we are not worthy to ask but through the merits and 
mediation of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
First Reading – 2 Timothy 3:14-17 
14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, 
because you know those from whom you learned it, 15and how from infancy you have 
known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through 
faith in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.  This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be 
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to God. 

Worship in Song 
We stand and lift up our hands 
For the joy of the Lord is our strength 
We bow down and worship Him now 
How great, how awesome is He 
And together we sing 
Everyone sing 

Holy is the Lord God Almighty 
The earth is filled with His glory 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty 
The earth is filled with His glory 
The earth is filled with His glory 
It's rising up all around 
It's the anthem of the Lord's renown 
It's rising up all around 
It's the anthem of the Lord's renown  

1 Isn't He beautiful; beautiful, isn't He? 
Prince of Peace, Son of God, isn't He? 

Isn't He wonderful, wonderful, isn't He? 
Counsellor, Almighty God, Isn't He, isn't He, isn't He? 

2 Yes You are beautiful, beautiful, yes you are! 
Prince of Peace, Son of God, yes you are! 

Yes You are wonderful, wonderful, yes You are! 
Counsellor, Almighty God, yes You are, yes You are, yes You are! 

Worthy, O worthy are You Lord, 
Worthy to be thanked and praised 
And worshipped and adored. 
Worthy, O worthy are You Lord, 
Worthy to be thanked and praised 
And worshipped and adored. 

Singing Hallelujah, Lamb upon the 
throne, 
We worship and adore You, 
Make Your glory known. 
Hallelujah, glory to the King: 
You're more than a conqueror, 
You're Lord of everything. 

Reading - Nehemiah 8:1-18 
When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in their towns, all the 
people assembled as one man in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the 
scribe to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded 
for Israel.2So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law 
before the assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who were able to 
understand. 3He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square before 
the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could understand. 
And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law.4Ezra the scribe stood 
on a high wooden platform built for the occasion. 5Ezra opened the book. All the 
people could see him because he was standing above them; and as he opened it, the 
people all stood up. 6Ezra praised the LORD, the great God; and all the people lifted 
their hands and responded, “Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped 
the LORD with their faces to the ground.7The Levites—instructed the people in the 
Law while the people were standing there. 8They read from the Book of the Law of 
God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that the people could understand 
what was being read.9Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and 
the Levites who were instructing the people said to them all, “This day is sacred to the 
LORD your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people had been weeping as they 
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listened to the words of the Law.10Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and 
sweet drinks, and send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is sacred 
to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”11The Levites 
calmed all the people, saying, “Be still, for this is a sacred day. Do not grieve.”12Then 
all the people went away to eat and drink, to send portions of food and to celebrate 
with great joy, because they now understood the words that had been made known to 
them.13On the second day of the month, the heads of all the families, along with the 
priests and the Levites, gathered around Ezra the scribe to give attention to the words 
of the Law. 14They found written in the Law, which the LORD had commanded 
through Moses, that the Israelites were to live in booths during the feast of the 
seventh month 15and that they should proclaim this word and spread it throughout 
their towns and in Jerusalem: “Go out into the hill country and bring back branches 
from olive and wild olive trees, and from myrtles, palms and shade trees, to make 
booths”—as it is written.16So the people went out and brought back branches and 
built themselves booths on their own roofs, in their courtyards, in the courts of the 
house of God and in the square by the Water Gate and the one by the Gate of 
Ephraim. 17The whole company that had returned from exile built booths and lived 
in them. From the days of Joshua son of Nun until that day, the Israelites had not 
celebrated it like this. And their joy was very great.18Day after day, from the first day 
to the last, Ezra read from the Book of the Law of God. They celebrated the feast for 
seven days, and on the eighth day, in accordance with the regulation, there was an 
assembly.  This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
Talk – Ezra shares heavenly food - Sarah Bubyer 
Hymn - Tune: Fragrance 

1 God in his wisdom, for our learning 
   gave his inspired and holy word: 

 promise of Christ, for our discerning, 
   by which our souls are moved and stirred, 

 finding our hearts within us burning 
   when, as of old, his voice is heard. 

2 Symbol and story, song and saying, 
   life-bearing truths for heart and mind, 
 God in his sovereign grace displaying 

   tenderest care for humankind, 
 Jesus our Lord this love portraying, 

   open our eyes to seek and find. 
3 Come then with prayer and contemplation, 

   see how in Scripture Christ is known; 
 wonder anew at such salvation 

   here in these sacred pages shown; 
 lift every heart in adoration, 

   children of God by grace alone! 
Prayers of Intercession 
Let us humble ourselves in the presence of God and pray to him for the Church and 
for the world.  
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