
 

Shaping our Future 
In response to God’s immense love for us, we seek to be  

God’s people living and telling the story of Jesus 

We have discerned three priorities for action that need to be at the centre of our 
diocesan life to help each and every one of us: 

1. To place mission and evangelism at the heart of everything we do. 
2. To realign our ministry resources towards mission. 

3. To identify, develop and use the gift of all our people 

Gracious God, may your Holy Spirit guide us into the future. 
Help us, throughout the diocese, to show uninhibited reliance on your grace and 

power as we seek the renewal of our lives. 
Give us courage, rigour, imagination and generosity in order that your kingdom 

may come and your abundant life be known by all. Amen 
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The Parish of Peasedown St John 
MORNING PRAISE 
10.30am - Sunday 12th August 2018 -  11th Sunday after Trinity 

“Queen Esther, what is your petition? It will be given you. What is your 
request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be granted.”3 Then Queen 

Esther answered, “If I have found favour with you, O king, and if it 
pleases your majesty, grant me my life—this is my petition. And spare my 

people—this is my request. Esther 7:2-3 
Welcome/Notices 
Hymn  
Guide me, O thou great redeemer, 
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but thou art mighty, 
Hold me with thy powerful hand; 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven 
Feed me till I want no more; 
Feed me till I want no more. 
Open now the crystal fountain 
Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 
Lead me all my journey through: 

Strong deliverer, strong deliverer; 
Be thou still my strength and shield; 
Be thou still my strength and shield. 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death, and hell's destruction 
Land me safe on Canaan's side: 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 
I will ever give to thee; 
I will ever give to thee. 

Confession - We sit or kneel to pray 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you  
and against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, through 
negligence, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past and  
grant that we may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your name. 
Amen.  
First Reading – Esther 4:4-5:8 
4 When Esther's maids and eunuchs came and told her about Mordecai, she was in 
great distress. She sent clothes for him to put on instead of his sackcloth, but he 
would not accept them. 5 Then Esther summoned Hathach, one of the king's eunuchs 
assigned to attend her, and ordered him to find out what was troubling Mordecai and 
why.6 So Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the 
king's gate. 7 Mordecai told him everything that had happened to him, including the 
exact amount of money Haman had promised to pay into the royal treasury for the 
destruction of the Jews. 8 He also gave him a copy of the text of the edict for their 
annihilation, which had been published in Susa, to show to Esther and explain it to 
her, and he told him to urge her to go into the king's presence to beg for mercy and 
plead with him for her people.9 Hathach went back and reported to Esther what 
Mordecai had said. 10 Then she instructed him to say to Mordecai, 11 “All the king's 
officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for any man or woman who 
approaches the king in the inner court without being summoned the king has but one 
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law: that he be put to death. The only exception to this is for the king to extend the 
gold sceptre to him and spare his life. But thirty days have passed since I was called to 
go to the king.”12 When Esther's words were reported to Mordecai, 13 he sent back 
this answer: “Do not think that because you are in the king's house you alone of all 
the Jews will escape. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for 
the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father's family will perish. 
And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?”15 
Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go, gather together all the Jews who are 
in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my 
maids will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is 
against the law. And if I perish, I perish.”17 So Mordecai went away and carried out 
all of Esther's instructions. 
1 On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the 
palace, in front of the king's hall. The king was sitting on his royal throne in the hall, 
facing the entrance. 2 When he saw Queen Esther standing in the court, he was 
pleased with her and held out to her the gold sceptre that was in his hand. So Esther 
approached and touched the tip of the sceptre.3 Then the king asked, “What is it, 
Queen Esther? What is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be given 
you.”4 “If it pleases the king,” replied Esther, “let the king, together with Haman, 
come today to a banquet I have prepared for him.”5 “Bring Haman at once,” the king 
said, “so that we may do what Esther asks.” So the king and Haman went to the 
banquet Esther had prepared. 6 As they were drinking wine, the king again asked 
Esther, “Now what is your petition? It will be given you. And what is your request? 
Even up to half the kingdom, it will be granted.”7 Esther replied, “My petition and my 
request is this: 8 If the king regards me with favour and if it pleases the king to grant 
my petition and fulfil my request, let the king and Haman come tomorrow to the 
banquet I will prepare for them. Then I will answer the king's question.”  This is the 
word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
Worship in Song 
The splendour of a King,  
clothed in majesty 
Let all the Earth rejoice 
All the Earth rejoice 
He wraps himself in light 
And darkness tries to hide 
And trembles at His voice 
Trembles at His voice 
How great is our God, sing with me 
How great is our God, and all will see 
How great, how great is our God 
Age to age He stands 
And time is in His hands 

Beginning and the end 
The Godhead Three in One 
Father Spirit Son 
The Lion and the Lamb 
The Lion and the Lamb Chorus 
Name above all names 
Worthy of our praise 
My heart will sing 
How great is our God 
You're the name above all names 
You are worthy of our praise 
And my heart will sing 
How great is our God  

Great, is the Lord and most worthy of praise 
The city of our God, the Holy place 

The Joy of the whole world. 
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The work at St John’s is made possible, under God, solely by individuals’ giving, for 
which we are most grateful.  If you would like to contribute you can do so in the 

collection box at the back of church, through regular Gift Aid donations, enabling us 
to reclaim the tax or by credit or debit card online via our website: 

 http://www.stjsgroup.church/give.   
Gift Aid mandates are available from our Stewardship Secretary:  

Claire Carr  Tel: 01761 568216 Email: claire.carr@stjsgroup.church 
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Great, is the Lord in whom we have the victory 
He aids us against the enemy 
We bow down on our knees. 

And Lord we want to lift your name on high 
And Lord we want to thank you 

For the works you've done in our lives 
And Lord we trust in Your unfailing love 

For you alone are God eternal 
Throughout earth and heaven, above. 

Great, is the Lord and most worthy of praise 
The city of our God, the Holy place 

The Joy of the whole world. 
Great, is the Lord in whom we have the victory 

He aids us against the enemy 
We bow down on our knees. 

Here I am humbled by Your Majesty  
Covered by Your grace so free  

Here I am, without You I’m a sinful man 
Now I'm covered by the blood of The Lamb 

 

Now I’ve found the greatest love of all is mine  
Since You laid down Your life  

The greatest sacrifice  
 

Majesty, Majesty  
Your grace has found me just as I am 

Empty handed, but alive in Your hands  
 

Here I stand humbled by the love that You give  
Forgiven so that I can forgive  

Here I stand, knowing that I’m Your desire  
Sanctified by glory and fire  

 

Majesty, Majesty  
Your grace has found me just as I am 

Empty handed, but alive in Your hands  
Majesty, Majesty  

Forever I am changed by Your love  
In the presence of Your Majesty  

Second Reading – Esther 7:1-10 
1 So the king and Haman went to dine with Queen Esther, 2 and as they were 
drinking wine on that second day, the king again asked, “Queen Esther, what is your 
petition? It will be given you. What is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it 
will be granted.”3 Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have found favour with you, O 
king, and if it pleases your majesty, grant me my life—this is my petition. And spare 
my people—this is my request. 4 For I and my people have been sold for destruction 
and slaughter and annihilation. If we had merely been sold as male and female slaves, 
I would have kept quiet, because no such distress would justify disturbing the king.”5 
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King Xerxes asked Queen Esther, “Who is he? Where is the man who has dared to do 
such a thing?”6 Esther said, “The adversary and enemy is this vile Haman.” Then 
Haman was terrified before the king and queen. 7 The king got up in a rage, left his 
wine and went out into the palace garden. But Haman, realising that the king had 
already decided his fate, stayed behind to beg Queen Esther for his life.8 Just as the 
king returned from the palace garden to the banquet hall, Haman was falling on the 
couch where Esther was reclining. The king exclaimed, “Will he even molest the 
queen while she is with me in the house?” As soon as the word left the king's mouth, 
they covered Haman's face. 9 Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs attending the king, 
said, “A gallows seventy-five feet high stands by Haman's house. He had it made for 
Mordecai, who spoke up to help the king.” The king said, “Hang him on it!” 10 So they 
hanged Haman on the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the king's fury 
subsided. 
Talk – The queen’s petition - Jerry Curd 
Hymn 

1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
 there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

 thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not, 
 as thou hast been thou for ever wilt be. 

 Great is thy faithfulness! 
 Great is thy faithfulness! 

 Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
 all I have needed thy hand hath provided - 

 great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 
2 Summer and winter, and spring-time and harvest, 

 sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 
 join with all nature in manifold witness 

 to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. Chorus 
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

 thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
 strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

 blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Chorus 
Prayers of Intercession - We sit or kneel to pray 
Loving God, we thank you for the fellowship of the Church for the privilege of 
belonging to your people and sharing in the ministry of the Body of Christ. Unite us 
in love, and send us out in faith.  
We thank you for the fellowship of our church here - for the friendship, 
encouragement, support and inspiration we gain from it,  and for the ties that bind us 
together in Christ. Unite us in love, and send us out in faith.  
We thank you for one another - for the various gifts you have given us as a family and 
for the quirks and characteristics which make us what we are. Unite us in love, and 
send us out in faith.  
We thank you for the history of this church all those who have run the race before us 
and to whom we owe our being here now. Unite us in love,  and send us out in 
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faith.  
We thank you for those whose work among us, all who have offered spiritual 
guidance, nurture and inspiration, and all who have offered a practical ministry, 
sometimes unseen, unnoticed. Unite us in love, and send us out in faith.  
We thank you for the possibilities you set before us new avenues of service inviting 
our response, and new opportunities for witness waiting to be grasped.  Unite us in 
love, and send us out in faith.  
We thank you for all those who use their talents, their time and their energy both 
here among us and, above all, in the cause of Christ. Unite us in love, and send us 
out in faith.  
Loving God, we thank you for the fellowship of the Church for the privilege of 
belonging to your people and we ask you to help us honour that calling through all we 
are and do. Unite us in love and send us out in faith.  
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen  
Dismissal - We stand for the Dismissal 
To God, who is higher than our highest thoughts, yet closer than our 
closest friend, be thanks and praise, glory and honour, this day and for 
evermore. Amen. 
Hymn 
1Thy hand, O God, has guided 
thy flock, from age to age; 
their wondrous tale is written, 
full clear, on every page; 
our fathers owned thy goodness, 
and we their deeds record; 
and both of this bear witness; 
one Church, one faith, one Lord. 
2Thy heralds brought glad tidings 
to greatest as to least; 
they bade men rise, and hasten 
to share the great King's feast; 
and this was all their teaching, 
in every deed and word, 
to all alike proclaiming 
one Church, one faith, one Lord. 
3Through many a day of darkness, 
through many a scene of strife, 
the faithful few fought bravely, 
to guard the nation's life. 

Their gospel of redemption, 
sin pardoned, man restored, 
was all in this enfolded: 
one Church, one faith, one Lord. 
4And we, shall we be faithless? 
Shall hearts fail, hands hang down? 
shall we evade the conflict, 
and cast away our crown? 
Not so: in God's deep counsels 
some better thing is stored; 
we will maintain, unflinching, 
one Church, one faith, one Lord. 
5Thy mercy will not fail us, 
nor leave thy work undone; 
with thy right hand to help us, 
thy victory shall be won; 
And then, by men and angels, 
thy name shall be adored, 
and this shall be their anthem: 
one Church, one faith, one Lord. 

You are most welcome to stay for coffee after the end of service 
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